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Catching Birds With Camera. 


ITHIN the last two three 
written the art photo- 
graphing birds and their nests, but 
from all that has been printed not half 
experience the field. 
Hunting with camera affords not 
only pleasing pastime but encourages 


successful the photographer must 
have good knowledge the actions, 
ways and habits birds. 
charm getting good picture 
nest its natural 
one does not experience 
collecting eggs. There 
graph the bird its wild state that 
one misses entirely when uses 
Natural history picture-making shows 


the closest study and its results much higher development 


considerable scientific for nature than the mere collecting 
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PHOTO BY HERMAN T. 
YOUNG BREWER’'S BLACKBIRDS. 


BOHLMAN. 
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some cabinet. course the latter 
essential but not such extent 
carried some people, while the 
former when becomes more general 
will open much broader and more 
interesting field work. 

The difficulties getting 
tures, one will find experience, are 
exceedingly numerous, yet the ability 
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utterly incapable showing some 
birds any advantage unless suitable 
back-ground can secured. Besides 
the difficulty back-ground there 
always equal one getting the 
proper light the proper time, and the 
subject not very often found con- 
venient place take picture. 
time exposure, which often necessary, 
slight move the critical moment 
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sting, 4 
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PHOTO BY HERMAN T. BOHLMAN 


YOUNG RED-SHAFTED FLICKER. 


overcome the many obstacles and se- 
cure good representation the sub- 
ject places just value upon the re- 
sults. The display few good bird 
plates does not any way indicate 
the amount time that 
grapher may have spent getting 
them the number other plates that 
may have been wasted. Nature has 
provided her creatures with wonderful 
protection coloring and the camera 


often spoils plate. Collecting good 
series bird photographs differs from 
gathering eggs and skins, that good 
pictures even the commonest birds are 
still rare and the photographer does 
not have far find subjects for 
study. 

The interest bird photography has 
spread very rapidly the east and 
many valuable pictures have been tak- 
en, but yet little has been done among 
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the birds the Pacific Coast. Mr. Her- 
man Bohlman Portland, Oregon, 
has been unusually successful during 
the past summer securing some fine 
photographs Oregon birds. was 
especially fortunate securing good 
series pictures the kingfisher, 
flicker and bush-tit, also his work 
among the sea birds the Oregon 
coast. While out photographing with 
Mr. Bohlman last summer among other 


nest fir few feet from the 
ground. were attracted the 
calling the young birds 
being fed, and decided they were large 
enough good photograph. 
After considerable preparation were 
just ready take picture the nest 
and its occupants when the mother, 
thinking her children much dan- 
ger, swooped down nearthe nest and 
gave sharp call. 

was easy tosee what that meant 
forthe youngsters until then 
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mained perfectly quiet, but the loud 
command from the mother they all set 
out different directions, each one fly- 
ing far his wings would carry him. 
After long hunt succeeded find- 
ing three the four birds and placed 
them back the nest where caught 
their picture just they were holding 
consultation the next move. 

Some the most interesting pictures 
were taken the home pair 
flickers. The nest was found the 
top stump when was first begun 
and many different pictures were taken 
the nest, parents and young birds. 
good many plates were spoiled but 
few good bird photographs well pay 
for the failures and for the time that 
has been spent. Anyone having in- 
terest birds can find better way 
gaining pleasure and information than 
spending his leisure hours the 
field with camera. 

FINLEY. 

Berkeley, 


Some Winter Bird Notes. 


BY MRS. C, A. MOODY, LOS ANGELES, CAL, 


HIS does not profess 

say,—but few hasty notes 
bird life our home place. This 
the Sycamore Grove Tract what was 
evidently once the bed considerable 
river. soil light and sandy, the 
uncultivated parts appearing quite 
ren during dry year. 

From the last September this 
date (December 6,) the absence birds 
about here was rather surprising me. 
Possibly was because had only 
recently moved and were strangers 
tothem. The shrike and black phoebe 
soon learned were daily visitors. The 
red-shafted woodpecker was often seen, 
busily drilling for food the trees, 
while occasionally two others appeared, 
having conspicuous black 
markings, one red patch 
head. The latter concluded was 
Gairdner’s woodpecker and the other 


Nuttall’s,a species belonging 
ladder-backed group. 

This day, however, they came 
crowds and with clatter. 
The songsters were unanimous de- 
claring that was ideal morning 
bird-land. certain crispness the 
air seemed bring out the songs fuller 
and clearer. The linnets were 
heard above all the rest, that the 
little goldfinches had work very hard 
heard all, while they 
from branch branch the sycamore 
trees, picking the tassellated balls 
packed full tiny seeds. Meadow- 
larks and warblers joined the chorus 
and from the distance came the loud 
call-note the red-shafted woodpecker, 
way letting know was still 
with us. 

The shrike, usually still 
templative, caught some the joyous 
spirit and rolled out now and then 
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few sweet notes. mind it’s 
very sweet song, but quite out keep- 
ing with one whom such dreadful 
things are told. Sofaras have ob- 
about here, feeding worms mainly. 
Lacking evidence, shall decline be- 
lieve the stories cannibalism and 
malicious cruelty. 

Out all this medley voices came 
clear, joyous note which told 
With glassI saw him the top 
branch one the trees, and then 
friendly the eastern robin, though 
his notes proclaim him just the 
same saucy, vivacious fellow. 
the flock which came about was hurt 
some way, probably colliding with 
wire fence, and died the yard, at- 
This gave had waited for,—a 
chance study him close by. 

Since the above was written our 
visitors have been numerous. Audu- 
bon’s warbler was about the yard for 
week more before identified him. 
became friendly, even the point 
sitting clothes-line. During 
the heavy rains made quite deter- 
mined effort come through 
dow screen into the attractive shelter 
within. that time was alone, but 
noticed quite flock them later. 

The intermediate sparrows began 
come the first week February and 
soon took their abode 
pile, where they found many choice 
sparrow’s standpoint. 
After the rains the meadowlarks came 
back great flocks. Side side with 
blackbirds they strut along, 
bobbing this way that for food, very 
much after the manner 
ending joy us. Sometimes lone 
singer will perch branch near the 
house and will through series 
trills, whistles and low gurgles, ending 
finally glorious burst song. 

About the middle February for the 


first time this season, heard 
lated warbler’s song. His sweet little 
call-note made aware his presence 
some weeks before this. The Arkan- 
sas goldfinch makes visits daily 
sip afew drops water from the 
hydrant. are numerous and 
noisy ever and very busy 
days among the pepper 
grows abundance here. 
birds are very quiet. oc- 
casional peep from them, though many 
been the yard. called them 
the western bluebird since heard 
are welcome visitors and 
liant flash color when they fly. 
funny lisping sounds, entirely new 
me. Upon close investigation with 
glass flock cedar waxwings 
sycamore tree, much inter- 
ested their breakfast while all the 
time they kept that lisping chatter. 
Many other birds have been seen but 
not clearly identified. feel quite sure 
saw flock American tit-larks; they 
had that teetering motion, 
looked about for food, described 
Keeler “Bird Notes Afield.” 

are now getting ready enter- 
tain sts bird visitors 
son setting out strawberry patch 
and planting variety loganberries 
and blackberries, besides mulberry 
tree, which will doubtless prove great 
favorite later on. How many berries 
will left for our own use remains 
seen. the time writing 
(March) meadowlarks, goldfinches, blue- 
birds and intermediate sparrows have 
quite deserted us, only few coming 
back for hurried call now and then, 
instead the daily visit last month. 

Perhaps they have gone the cool 
the canyons richer feeding 
They disappeared quietly 
and suddenly, somewhat man- 
ner the Arabs, “who fold their tents 
and quietly steal away.” Great flocks 
robins and blackbirds fly over but 
deign look this way. 


AD 
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new birds have appeared, 
happens with changes weather and 
seasons. last week has brought 
several sweet singers the grove; the 
foliage growing denser all the time 
gives them feeling more security. 
Pileolated warblers and mockingbirds 
are our choice singers now. While the 
larks were possession, the mocker 
hardly showed himself least 
was unusually quiet that did not 
observe him. song sparrow was 
heard here two three times within 
the week. new bird has given 
aches and disappointments. always 
perches high and such way 
make difficult get his exact colors. 
The truly scientific (who sooner sees 
bird than has hand study 
every detail) can hardly appreciate the 
trials and vexations would-be bird 
student who does not resort the gun. 
However I’m satisfied that much can 
learned without destroying life, 
doubt did Emerson think when 


asked 

“Hast thou named all the birds without 
gun? 

Loved the wood-rose and left the stalk?’’ 


ww 
Two Additions the Land Birds Santa 
Cruz County, and Additional Notes 
Two Other Species. 


Nyctea Snowy Owl. Some 
years ago while visiting Santa Cruz 
the capture Snowy Owl was men- 
tioned The bird was shot 
flew across Lagoon, slough 
near Santa Cruz. owl was only 
winged was taken home alive the 
lucky hunter,—James Francis, and 
placed large chicken coop. The 
broken wing-tip soon healed and 
short time the bird became remarkably 
gentle, taking food from the hand its 
owner. Finally became tame that 


would sit his arm and shoulder. 
Mr. Francis had this owl his posses- 
sion for number years, but about 
two years ago sickened and died. 


was mounted and now 
session Mr. Francis Santa Cruz. 
The bird was very large and unusually 
white. Its sex unknown me, 
also the exact date ofcapture, but the 
duck season was open the time, 
must have been taken between Oct. 
and Feb. 15, not very definite, but 
record nevertheless. 

Woodpecker. Dec. 26, while 
wheeling from Santa Cruz Capitola 
saw Lewis Woodpecker apple 
tree near Moran’s gulch about half way 
between the two towns. The bird was 
very unsuspicious and was able ap- 
proach quite close. For some time 
searched about listless manner, not 
cering apparently whether food was 
obtained not. Finally, after threw 
several clods it, the woodpecker took 
tlight, soon perching another tree 
about 100 yards from the first one and 
bunching itself though very 


sleepy. 
anatum. Duck 
Hawk. The Duck Hawk spoken 


McGregor his list rare. have 
met with quite frequently and con- 
sider not uncommon bird. Several 
times Moore’s beach and the 
Santa Cruz lighthouse have seen this 
falcon dash into flocks Brewer Black- 
birds and Western Meadowlarks, some- 
times capturing two birds, one each 
talon. Mr. Vrooman Santa 
Cruz has quite extensive series 
eggs Falco anatum which has 
personally collected the Santa Cruz 
coast. 

Spinus Pine Siskin. May 
1896 Mr. Towne showed 
pair siskins which had taken from 
They were feeding high 
the smaller branches and were 
collected one shot. pinus 
probably resident the birds seem 
have been taken several times the 
breeding season. Eggs have been given 
which tallied exactly with the print- 
descriptions eggs this species. 

THOMPSON. 
Stanford University, Cal. 
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SWIFT FLIGHT. 


SOARING. 


GULLS IN SAN FRANCISCO BAY 
PHOTOS BY OTTO VAN BARGEN. Counsesy or ‘CAMERA 
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Some Observations Young Plover. 
BY JNO, M. WILLARD, OAKLAND, CAL. 


ARLY the morning July 

Pescadero canyon where 

was camping summer and 
with Mr. Jackson that place for 
drove some seventeen miles 
down the coast try find some breed- 
ing Snowy Plovers. 
the surf, and not far 
within less than two miles 
tination, where led down onto the 
beach itself and some places could 
only traveled with safety high 
tide. Passing the narrower portions, 
were soon broad, white beach, 
with the low bluffs the one side and 
with the breakers the other; and the 
beautiful white sand, two hundred 
yards wide, mile more 
ahead us. Here was the place for 
Plovers! Our horse did not like the 
breakers, but succeeded 
ing him proceed and about fifteen 
minutes turned into ravine, half 
clogged with drift logs 
mised shelter. 

After making the horse comfortable 
separated down the 
beach. low bluff, 
fore, here gave place gullies and 
broken stretches sand, the whole be- 
ing backed great dunes clear drift- 
ing sand, unbroken vegetation for 
the most part although there were belts 
and tongues shrubs, 
among which was arboreus. 
These were the homes numerous 
Zonotrichia. The beach was wide but 
its inner edge, and places well into 


the dune-gullies, was covered with 


numerous litter drift,—the accumula- 
tion years storms. Among this 
drift found five whale-skulls, half 
buried the sand. 

Before was five minutes from our 
buggy found thata pair Plovers 
was circling pair shadows 
and uttering low whistle from time 
time. They ran most the time, but 


now and then one would make short 
ing set eggs could young 
not much bigger than thumb, lying 
flat the sand half under stick 
drift wood that was sticking the 
sand. wasnot ten feet away from 
him yet made nomove retreated 
few steps and sac down the end 
teen minutes waited hardly 
moved but could see had 
not made any movement whatever. 
was laid out flat, with his chin 
front him, and resting the sand 
strained and unnatural position. 
this time concluded that would 
wait for run and get camera, 
so, after marking the spot, started 
forthe wagon get instru- 
ment back before 
away. The deep sand 
hard, but got back six 
left him. His parents were little 
nearer than before, but they retreated 
approached. set the camera— 
put head under the cloth,—and 
inches, focused took 
picture,—still movement his part. 
Then wanted another picture and 
started move little closer, when 
up—my how did run! 

down beach waving his arms. 
led back short distance spot 
“There they are!” But had study 
the ground carefully before could see 
the set, well did their protective 
coloration blend with the surroundings. 
Then the set—three fresh eggs, 
lying with their points together 
slight hollow out the sand 
the Plovers. Circling the eggs was 
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dainty wreath slender bleached 
bones, chiefly from fishes. The spot 
chosen for the eggs about 
dred yards from the surf, the level 
beach sand, near the center the broad 
opening one the gullies the 
sand-dunes. was distinguish- 
ing mark object near the eggs, and 
nothing the slightest protect the 
set from destruction. The Plover was 
sitting the nest when was found 
and betrayed its presence gliding off 
the close approach Mr. Jackson. 
She remained distance while 
were the neighborhood, but several 
hours later while the vicinity found 
bird sitting the empty nest. She 
ran off our approach. 

About twenty-five yards from this set 
found two eggs, several feet apart 
and onan open flat stretch sand 
little nearer the breakers. concluded 
that the wind had blown apart the eggs 
incomplete set. 

Two more Snowy Plovers were found 
locate their nests young; but late 
that afternoon while crossing the sand 
dunes stirred another bird. 
had run across hillock chips 
broken flint, intermixed with shells and 
few bones; evidently Indian 
mound. While examining this inter- 
esting spot noticed Plover feigning 
broken wing. She would run within 
eight ten yards and dropping 
one side, would hold the wing the 
other above her back, and crying 
piteously, would drag herself away. 
sat down await results and aftera 
few minutes she stopped, panting vio- 
lently, 
wounded. Finding that made 
move she tried again and again, until 
she started within ten feet her 
endeavor attract attention 
suit. But night was rapidly ap- 
proaching, and were twenty miles 
from camp, not stop long enough 
work out the object her solicitude, 
but for the twenty minutes were 
the neighborhood her efforts decoy 


were unceasing. 

was especially interested this in- 
cident. Without doubt the bird had 
either eggs young that immediate 
vicinity; yet that Indian mound was 
least quarter mile from the beach 
—several large hills drifting sand in- 
tervening. the habit these 
plovers nest far from the surf? 

Leaving this anxious bird, pushed 
tothe beach, striking some dis- 
tance below the buggy. Before had 
fairly reached the sands, Jackson called 
his side and pointed the sand 
dead but with bright open eyes, lay 
plover, even smaller than the first. 
had sought shelter but was trying 
conceal its presence stillness, even 
the open sand, for there was 
sheltering object approached 
closer and closer until 
touched the bird with hand, but 
movement its part evinced life;so 
left it, and were soon the hcmeward 
road. 


w w 
Additional Specimen Nyctale From 
Lake Tahoe. 


young male mentioned 

Sept. 21, 1899 Tahoe City, where 
may have been reared, asI 
told small owls that came about the 
men was taken dense alder thicket 
near McKinney’s August 23, 
was young female; shot about 
the morning. Its stomach 
was full fur and the bones: small 
animal. 

Possibly both individuals were mi- 
grants from the north,.but have long 
supposed that this owl was summer 
resident the east slope the Sierras, 
though have never heard one and 
have gone many times what 
thought were favorable parts the for- 
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est the Sierras with hope 
ing it. Mr. Osgood North 
Fauna No. acadica 
scotea from Queen 
which probably quite, not entirely, 
identical with specimens that have been 
taken California, and also including 
Lichenstein’s Strix frontalis which 
with 

hope will retained for 
the generic name these owls and 
think great violence will done 
our code nomenclature retaining 
it. Dr. Coues somewhere suggested 
statute limitations whereby name 
that had been use about fifty years 
should continue wise sug- 
gestion think. and 
have done good service about that long; 
seems that our greatest present 
want ornithological nomen- 
clature. 

BELDING. 
Stockton, Cal. 
Mniotilta varia Recorded Again California 


the result outing Pacific 

Grove, Cal. enabled again 

record the Black-and-White Warb- 
ler for specimen 
being male fall plumage. Sept. 
1901 while driving out Point Lo- 
bos, Monterey Co., the Carmel River 
crossing attention was attracted 
chickadee which thought seemed 
chasing chickadee larger size. 
Black-and-White 
varia); making the third recorded speci- 
men for California. The two skins 
have taken measure follows: No. 
784, Coll, E.; wing, tail, 
2.00 inches, Farallone Island, 
1887; No. 3047, E., wing, 
2.10; tail, 1.14 inches, Monterey Co., 
Cal. Sept. 

There seems perceptible dif- 
ference between these specimens and 
those from the Atlantic Coast. im- 
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the Pacific Slope Los Angeles Co., 
Cal.” Grinnell, the specimen having 
Arroyo Seco near Pasadena, 


Cal. EMERSON. 
Haywards, Cal., Oct. 30, 1901. 


The American Redstart Oregon. 


While looking over the University 
California collection skins Berke- 
ley the past month for some records 
the old Dr. Cooper collection, noted 
female American Redstart 
labelled Day River, 
Oregon, July collected 
Loye Miller, catalogue number 130. 
While being Oregon take consider 
worthy recording, asthe date be- 
ing late would indicate nesting bird, 
and may found some the 
field-workers later occurring spar- 
ingly the Pacific Slope, being 
summer resident British Columbia. 

EMERSON. 
Haywards, Cal., Nov. 


Warbler Notes from Los Angeles, Cal. 


while watching about dozen 
and Pileolated warblers feed- 
ing some willows, saw among them 
what took animmature Calaver- 
and picking the bird was agree- 
male Magnolia Warbler. believe this 
only the second thus far taken this 
county. Oct. 21, 1897 secured 
one, also female, (recorded Grin- 
nell’s “List Birds the Pacific Slope 
Los Angeles Co.”) about quarter 
mile from where took this bird. 

Helminthophila For about six 
weeks, commencing with 
Lutescent Warblers were quite abun- 
dant the vicinity Los Angeles. 
carefully scrutinized the various flocks 
Isaw the hope finding some 
Orange-crowned Warblers, and was re- 
warded securing two specimens, 
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female Sept. anda Oct. 
specimen, male, taken Pasadena 
Sept. 30, 1896. Aside from this 
lieve that have about all 
mens heretofore taken Los Angeles 
County, but nevertheless believe that 
Helminthophila celata regular fall 
very limited numbers. 
have taken now four different 
years (see Conpor III, i), fact 
every year which have looked for 
it. The grey head and duller colors 
celata usually serve easily distinguish 
pany have generally found it. 
H.S. 

Los Angeles, Cal. 


The Status the Cedar Waxwing Cali- 
fornia. 


Mailliard makes enquiry 

gard the summer winter 
ranges the Cedar Waxwing 
pelis cedrorum). Since then have 
jotted down whatever notesI could find 
the subject, and these sum- 
marized somewhat follows: 

The Cedar-bird principally not 
exclusively winter visitant the 
State. have been unable find any 
definite breeding record for 
but distribution map pretty well 
dotted with winter stations from Red 
San Diego, and from the Nevada 
line tothe Coast, excepting the high 
mountain ranges. the more northern 
and alpine sections chiefly 
and fall migrant. Within its 
winter habitat above indicated, the 
species found abundantly each year, 
regular, being governed largely 
food-supply. certain localities wax- 
wings may appear suddenly large 
flocks, while points but few miles dis- 
tant are avoided altogether. Besides 
mulberries, mistle-toe berries 
grapes, the berries the pepper-tree, 
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abundantly planted for shade and 
beauty Southern California, are’ es- 
pecially sought after. latter ber- 
ries mature largest quantities the 
early spring months and then that 
the casual observer most sure 
notice the presence the Cedar bird. 

The Cedar Waxwing arrives within 
the State during the latter Sep- 
tember. earliest fall record Palo 
Alto September 13, when six 
were seen the heart town. 
Pasadena, saw them first Septem- 
ber 14, 1897, when three 
Fisher, the “Ornithology the Death 
Valley Expedition,” records finding 
flock five Three Rivers September 
15, The species not, however, 
noted numbers until well along into 
October. From that month until the 
middle May more less numer- 
ous according local food attractions. 
the spring the species remains com- 
mon until even after many our 
strictly summer visitants are rearing 
young. This fact has led the sup- 
position that the waxwing itself should 
found nesting. But according 
own observations, the time their 
disappearance, the birds 
without showing any intentions 
pairing. 

latest spring observation for the 
species Pasadena was May 17, 1895, 
when small flock was still feeding 
the pepper-trees home place. 
Belding, his Birds the Paci- 
fic District,” records the latest San 
Diego, May 14, 1884; Poway, May 18, 
flock; San Jose, May large 
and Chico, May 15, 1884, 
small flock. Sothat usual time 
arrival and departure of, the species 
throughout the State remarkably con- 
stant. 

There are, however, four instances 
the occurrence waxwings long after 
the ordinary time departure. 
noted the Pacific Slope 
Los Angeles County,” two were seen 
South Pasadena June 16, 1897; 
Fisher has recorded two Lone Pine, 


= 
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Owens Valley, June 14, 1891; Belding 
has recorded Camp Seco, Calaveras 
County, June and, elsewhere 
land, May 31, The latter was, 
without doubt, lone The 
other three cases, however, might seem 
breeding localities. Numer- 
ous accidents may happen maim in- 
dividuals slightly, enough however 
prevent extended migration 
probable that some such 
factor caused the delay these cases. 
befalls the Cedar-birds Pasadena. 
The telephone and electric wires are 
strung along the streets webs, 
sometimes right foliage 
the shade trees. The waxwings fly 
trees, and several individuals are not in- 
frequently crippled killed one 
time flying against the wires. 
any rate, remains that ‘have no-re- 
cord the California be- 
tween June and September 13. 

The Cedar Waxwing appears 
common summer bird northward. along 
the Pacific Coast from Oregon south- 
ern British Columbia. Johnson, the 
the Willamette Valley, Oregon, 
where *it nests extensively 


the groves small 


pair nesting near Salem. Anthony, 
the “Auk” for April, 1886, states 
common throughout the summer 
Belding, was first seen there May 
and was common June 
Burrard Inlet, C., was first seen 
Fannin May 24, and wascommon 
June also stated breed the 
same Cooper found nesting 
Fort Vancouver. waxwing 
thus seems absent altogether dur- 
ing the winter from these 
gions, where arrives quite late the 
spring. fact, the dates departure 
from Southern California and arrival 
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Oregon and British Columbia, fit very 
neatly together. The waxwing the 
eastern states notoriously late 
breeder, and the peculiarity seems 
hold the west also. 

up: The Cedar Waxwing 
this coast migratory species, breed- 
the Humid Transition Zone 
Oregon, Washington and British Colum- 
bia, and wintering the Upper and 
Lower Sonoran Zones Southern and 
Lower California. 

JOSEPH GRINNELL. 
Stanford University. 


The Painted Redstart. 


Mr. Wm. Brewster gave 

“The Auk” description the 
first nest found the Painted 
Redstart picta). nest 
was found the Santa Rita Mountains 
which are thirty miles distant from Tuc- 
son. well remember reading the ac- 
count back the early days col- 
lecting. Little did think then that 
would ever pleasure follow 
the footsteps our earlier naturalists, 
going the same trails, camping 
the same camp-sites and renewing 
old records, besides making few new 
ones. 

have made three trips the Hua- 
chuca Muuntains and twointo the Santa 
Ritas. ran across the above 
description and very naturally mind 
runs back over own experiences 
with this beautiful bird. first met the 
species the Santa Rita Mountains, 
shooting birds from among the 
tangled growth the edge clear 
scream water. The same year (1897) 
found them the Huachuca 
tains and took nest and four eggs. 

The nest was situated among the 
roots small oak tree growing near 
the foot hillside. The nest con- 
three fresh eggs and two days 
later contained but one additional 
egg. The set was then taken com- 
plete. have since found six seven 


EARLY twenty years have passed 
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nests this species but only one from 
which secured set eggs; the rest 
contained young. This nest, like all 
the others, was hillside, trifle 
more roughly situated perhaps being 
placed the brink large rock some 
eight ten feet high, above which was 
small area nearly level ground 
covered with growth grass. 

Coming down the trail one morning 
after spending several hours after birds 
farther the mountain, saw female 
Painted Redstart with nesting material 
her beak. She was soon joined 
her mate and retreated distance 
where the suspected spot might 
closely watched. short time the 


Vol. 


had passed since the last egg had been 
deposited, giving sufficient evidence 
the completion the set. Two other 
nests over which spent considerable 
time, were found contain three and 
four young respectively. Both were 
built beneath overhanging bunches 
grass. Another was found among the 
roots beneath bank, the excavation 
having been made develop flow 
water. This nest also contained young 
birds. The Painted Redstart fully 
aware its beauty for other 
species North American birds have 
seen such display vanity. Among 
the foliage hops about with tail spread 
and drooping wings, twitching about 


PAINTED REDOSTART (SETOPHAGA PicTA) 
FROM MOUNTED SPECIMEN BY F. SRENINGER. 


male flew down and disappeared. This 
was repeated both birds before left 
the seclusion sought among the maple 
leaves. had the spot marked out with 


certainty, and after reach- 


ing the top the rock, viewed ata 
distance several feet nicely lined 
entrance that led more nicely lined 
nest-chamber, neatly hidden beneath 
overhanging bunch grass. The nest 
was apparently finished but held 
eggs. 

Six days later collected set 
three eggs from the nest. days 


with all the anxiety imaginable, 
black, white and carmine colors might 
shown the best advantage. The 
eggs are characteristic those the 
warbler family, being white with 
circle minute light reddish specks 
about the larger end. The plumages 
the young are interesting, the first being 
black and white; later 
feathers begin show and before the 
bird leaves for the south, full adult 
plumage has been attained. 
BRENINGER. 

Phoenix, Ariz. 
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List the Land Birds the Tahoe Stage Road. 
SIERRA NEVADA MOUNTAINS, CAL. 
BY CHESTER BARLOW 


WITH SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES PRICE 


region embraced this title covers magnificent stretch forest the 

central Sierra Nevada Mountains which, for natural beauty, probably not 

surpassed elsewhere the state. The general nature the country not 
that extreme rugged type which Yosemite Valley the Kings River Can- 
yon farther the mountain chain are examples, but attains its sublimity 
gradual 

From the Sierran foothills gently-sloping ridges follow each other billowy 
succession, becoming more abrupt ascend, until Echo great mountain- 
sides granite crop out, marking the most rugged part the route. The Lake 
Tahoe stage road has wound its way over the divide from the east and down: the 
American River since pioneer days, yet seems have been but little frequented 
ornithologists, and perhaps more systematic work has been done along 
route during the past ten years than all previous times. 

The distance from Placerville the summit the mountains approximately 
miles and additional miles along the east slope brings one Tallac the 
southerly shore Lake Tahoe. The road for the most part excellent during 
the early summer months and travel team enjoyable means progression 
one has the time his disposal. those less favored with time would 
recommend going rail Placerville, thence stage (running 
such point along the road may desired. more varied itinerary desired 
one may continue cross Lake Tahce steamer and reach Truckee, 
whence the return home may made the Central Pacific Railroad. 


Along this route extending from the chaparral covered foothills approx 
imate altitude feet the changes bird life may interestingly followed 
ascend. Placerville, located the lower ridges the range (altitude 
1800 ft.) only sprinkling mountain species occur through the summer, but 
ascend the generality valley birds decreases with the increased altitude, al- 
though few pre-eminently valley forms—notably socialis arizone, Vireo 


gilvus, Pipilo maculatus megalonyx and Zamelodia melanocephala extend the sum- 


ticular birds the valley should seek such altitudes, while the great 
austral species decline with the beginning the coniferous forests. 

From Placerville, about which yellow pine begin, the timber growth 
isfor the most part heavy and continues tothe summit. The principal other 
coniferous trees through the forests are sugar pine, fir, cedar, Douglas spruce, 
hemlock, yew, juniper and tamarack, according altitude. The principal de- 
ciduous tree the region the black oak which seems constitute 
feeding-ground for the smaller birds, and which extends 5500 not 
higher. 


152 THE CONDOR Vol. 


Along the route whole canyon-sides are frequently found grown man- 
zanita and prickly brush, Ceanothus cordulatus, and the presence these 
shrubs usually indicative shallow, rocky soil. The deer-brush (Ceanothus 
velutinus), willowy its nature and supporting fragrant white plumes, grows 
abundantly places, and replaced willow thickets the higher altitudes. 
This deer-brush also favorite feeding-ground the numerous warblers and 
sparrows. Throughout the forest and most open areas foliolosa 
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PHOTO SARLOW. 


TYPICAL PATCH OF CHAMABATIA FOLIOLOSA IN THE SIERRAS. 


grows luxuriantly. pungent, rose-like shrub, known locally 
and affords secure nesting sites for maculatus megalonyx, 
malis thurberi and Helminthophila rubricapilla 

The grade from gradual and the road for the most part passes 
through beautiful timber-growth and approaches the American River River- 
ton, whence follows the river its tributaries almost the summit. After 
crossing the river, exposures granite along the road are numerous and great 
patches and hillsides Ceanothus cordulatus,—a sharply-spiked shrub,—are much 
evidence. This brush abomination the collector, but frequently one 
may walk top the matted growth for quite distance, but thing 
avoided when possible. 

The most portion the road encountered few 
miles before reaching the summit, for here the mountain meadows begin, traver- 
sed numerous brooks and bordered luxuriant growth tamarack saplings. 
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Here bird life was abundant; chickadees and nuthatches were work the 
numerous stubs; thrushes were making the deep woods ring with their choicest 
melodies; robins, sapsuckers, woodpeckers, white-crowned and 
rows, warblers and kinglets were all intensely busy, while the gaudy forms 
tanagers appeared everywhere through the forest. 

Much has been told the panorama which unfolds itself the traveler the 
summit, and the view certainly one. The east slope drops down 
abruptly and some miles the east rises the second the Sierras, capped 
numerous snow-covered peaks 10,000 more feet altitude. Between these 
two ranges lies Lake Valley, through which courses the Little Truckee River. 
the north seen Lake Tahoe, which reached 12-mile drive sum- 
mit. crest the Sierras followed either direction presents almost every 
phase sublime and rugged mountain scenery. The east slope the ridge has 
been bereft most its timber growth and presents desolate appearance when 
compared with the heavily-timbered west slope. Lake Valley the country 
takes Nevadan phase, with its sage-brush and sandy soil, andsome the des- 
ert birds, such here finds congenial home. 

the ornithologist who can afford time desert the stage road for few days, 
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PHOTO SY SARLOW. 
AT 9,000 FEET ALTITUDE ON PYRAMID PEAK. 
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would suggest delightful side-trip and climb the summit Pyramid Peak. 
accomplish this side-road followed Georgetown Junction (between 
pery Ford and Echo) which leads the summit Peavine Ridge. This ridge runs 
easterly the main mountain chain, and supports fine growth timber and 
many glacial meadows, which birds abound. dairies, de- 
serted excepting during the summer months, may relied upon 
the nights are much too cold for comfortable 
four, including myself, camped the western base Pyramid Peak and 
found the country all too interesting for the inspection could 
The ascent Pyramid Peak (altitude 10,020 feet) worth the climb, and 
here the.Clarke nutcracker columbiana), the gray-crowned leuccsticte 
(Leucosticte tephrocotis) and other species altitudes are met their 
summer home, panoramic view summit Pyramid Peak will ever.re- 
main fresh the writer’s memory; far away tothe south extended solidly 
eapped ridge the eye could see; close hand great snow-banks reached 
down the steep eastern slope Pyramid thousand feet unbroken whiteness, 
while far below beautiful mountain lakes and the dark-green forest combined 
form pleasing setting for these lofty mountain peaks. 
GENERAL CONSIDERATION THE REGION AND ITS ZONES. 

traversing the region from Placerville the summit one impressed with 
the abundance warblers and sparrows,—indeed, numbers, they seem out- 
rank all the other species combined. Scarcely patch deer-brush 
that does not resound with the bold, liquid song dozens thick-billed sparrows, 
while each clearing has its quota warblers. Each species warbler seems 
show for some particular type For instance, have found 
Audubon warbler colonizing quite extent areas covered 
growth cedar saplings. The Calaveras and Tolmie warblers seem always 
prefer the seclusion brushy hillsides grown Ceanothus velutinus 
cordulatus, while the black-throated gray warbler haunts the open. ridges where 
the deer-brush has attained height eight ten feet, affording 
ground and frequently nestingsites. warbler shows 
ference for the clear, tall timber, where the males, least, usually keep well 
the trees. 

The brushy hillsides seclusion for the numerous including, 
Pipilo, Zonotrichia and Oreospiza, and the entire region can 
conservatively claim generous population birds. this respect should 
judge more favored than either the country the north south, from which 
have come reports the scarcity mountain bird-life. Judging from casual 
view the country contiguous the Central Pacific Railroad should consider 
the Placerville-Tahoe region more conducive bird life than the but this 

brief consideration the life zones this region impossible 
give more than a,mere outline the general limits each zone without making 
extended study this feature, which the writer has not thus far done. Gen- 
erally considered, the Upper Sonoran zone extends through the region the dig- 
ger pine and blue oak within few miles Placerville, marked 
the presence such birds californica, fasciata henshawi 
and Pica 

Placerville with its altitude 1,800 feet may considered the lower limit 
the Transition zone, which extends about 5,000 feet the stage road the 
vicinity Georgetown Junction where the black oak gives out. this belt 
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generous sprinkling Lower Sonoran birds found, including Zamelodia melano- 
Dendroica estiva and Pipilo maculatus megalonyx, while many birds the 
Canadian zone extend down low 3,700 feet and are found breeding abun- 
dantly. Sphyrapicus ruber, Dryobates villosus hyloscopus and Cyanocitta 
may considered typical Transition, while the more typical forest trees 
this belt are the yellow pine ponderosa), sugar pine (Pinus lambertiana), 
incense cedar decurrens) and Douglas spruce (Pseudotsuga mucronata). 
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ON THE SUMMIT OF PYRAMID PEAK. 


The Canadian zone along the route may included the region lying 
tween 5,000 feet altitude and the summit with its average elevation 7,500 feet, 
irrespective its numerous peaks. Here find Sphyrapicus Dendra- 
gapus obscurus fuliginosus and Coccothraustes vespertinus montanus, and 
the lodgepole pine red fir (Abies silver pine 
(Pinus monticola) and juniper The Hudsonian zone proper 
encountered from about feet upward the slopes the higher peaks, 
cal birds being columbiana, Zonotrichia leucophrys, Spinus pinus and Reg- 
ulus region characterized its hemlock forests. The Alpine 
zone Pyramid and other peaks narrow belt above timber-line and the only 
bird observed was 

RECENT WORK THE REGION. 

This brief survey intended cover only comparatively recent work the 
region under consideration. Mr. Price made his first investigations the 
summer 1893 and has since devoted three months each year the explor- 
ation the country contiguous the stage road. His twenty-seven month’s ex- 
perience has made him familiar with even the more remote portions the region, 
that the addition his notes the present list insures its reasonable complete- 
ness. 

During the summer 1896 Messrs. Wilfred Osgood and Beck made 
extended collecting trip from Placerville Tallacand several particularly inter- 
esting sets eggs (including the type Dendroica occidentalis and Cocco- 
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PHOTO BY Cc. SARLOW 
COJNTRY ABOUT ECHO, LOOKING TOWARD THE SUMMIT, 


thraustes vespertinus montanus) resulted from the that time spent sever- 
days collecting with them Fyffe. 

1897 Mr. Beck made hasty trip far the summit, while Henry 
Carriger and myself confined our ten days’ operations Fyffe, where Taylor 
acted host. Mr. Taylor has collected portion each summer since 1896, and, 
gists whose time precludes their going farther into the region. 1898 Mr. Price 
went over the route usual while spent ten days with Mr. Taylor, 
time the second known set hermit warbler was collected. 1899, Messrs. 
Carriger, John Welch ard myself spent week Fyffe engaged general 
work. 1900 Wm. Atkinson, Mr. collected Fyffe and far 
east Pyramid Peak, which During the past season 
(1901) Mr. Taylor and traversed the entire length the road Tallac, devoting 
about two weeks tothe trip. Mr. Taylor was later stationed Meyer’s Station 
and Glen Alpine Springs where secured some interesting notes. 

especially indebted Mr. Price for his supplementary notes 
list well for cordial co-operation. adds material number species 
the list, fact due doubtless his extensive study the 
Wilfred Osgood, Beck and Forrest Hanford have kindly furnished 
with data concerning the occurrence various species the region, while Mr. 
Chas. Swisler has favored with local list from Placerville where has re- 


Nov., THE 157 


sided for years. This has been the means adding eight species the present 
list. 

would take this opportunity recommending ornithologists Mr. 
Pratt the Sugar Loaf Hotel Slippery Ford, whose genial manner and gener- 
elry. Iam grateful Mr. Taylor for recent collections birds Lake Val- 
ley and Glen Alpine Springs, also for numerous courtesies extended out- 
ings during the past six years, all which have enabled better understand 
the region. 

Thanks are due Mr. Walter Fisher for suggestions outlining the life 
zones, and Mr. Joseph Grinnell for his careful comparison various specimens 
birds, whose subspecific rank determined. 


DIVISION ROUTE INTO SECTIONS, WITH ALTITUDES. 


For convenience, and divide the stage road into sections, have prepared 
list the stage stations with their elevations, and the distance each from 
Placerville. Such stations receive and dispatch mail have marked O.” 
hoped that consulting this schedule and studying the zone which each 
station located, that ornithologists desiring travel through the region may 
enabled map their route with reasonable knowledge the birds met 
with each locality. The stations are their order from Placerville and 
the following list the station nearest the point capture has been used 
designate the locality. 

PLACERVILLE, altitude 1800 feet 

(P. O.) Three miles from Placerville. Altitude 2200 feet. 

SIx-MILE Six miles from Placerville, Altitude 3000 feet. 

FYFFE miles from Placerville. Altitude 3700 feet. 

(P. O.) miles from Placerville. Altitude 3400 feet. 

RIVERTON (River crossing). miles from Placerville. Altitude, 3300 feet. 

SLIPPERY (P. O.) Known also Sugar Loaf. miles 
ville. Altitude 4000 feet. 

(P. O.) miles from Placerville. Altitude 5700 feet. 

PHILLIPS STATION. miles from Placerville. Altitude 6900 feet. 

miles from Placerville. Altitude 7600 feet. 

MEYERS STATION. miles from Placerville. Altitude 6400 feet. 

TALLAC (P. O.) miles from Placerville. Altitude 6200 feet. 


conclusion would mention that the inspiration this list has been 
desire bring this region the better knowledge ornithologists, especially 
those Californians who enjoy ornithological outings new fields. presenting 
the aware that probably far from complete, especially austral 
types. The country about Smith’s Flat partakes the nature the lower foot- 
hills, there being numerous small valleys timbered with white oak, and sys- 
tematic work has been done here reasonable suppose that number val- 
ley species occur which have not been recorded. 

The present list, with several exceptions, deals largely with the 
summer the Sierras. This leaves unrecorded many the winter visitants which 
must frequent the region, and alsosuch migrants through the pass each 
spring and fall. hoped record these species additional list some future 
time, since Mr. Taylor Fyffe has consented watch the bird movements 
during the present fall and winter. attempt has been made list the water 
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birds, although very interesting list could doubtless gathered from the various 
mountain lakes during the fall, winter and spring. 

Finally, the present paper principally compilation nesting notes which 
have been gleaned from several years’ outings this portion the 
has been prompted desire draw more the ornithologists California 
this great natural aviary, not necessarily engage active collecting, but 
learn and appreciate its varied and interesting bird life. 

Mr. Lyman Belding, whose long and continuous observations the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains have given him rare knowledge its fauna, and whose writ- 
ings breathe always the pine-woods, has advised every bird lover visit 
great mountain region has not already done so. scarcely hope add 
force his suggestion. Here variety natural features combine form what 
one sojourner has termed grandest woodland all the world.” Here, toward 
evening, flood melody leads the shady haunts the Big Tree thrush 
the border some mountain meadow; here innumerable bird songs, the rush 
the mountain torrent, the soft cadence the pines and above all the 
ain profoundly with the wild beauty and perfection Nature’s 
handiwork. 


LIST SPECIES. 


Oreortyx pictus plumiferus. Plumed Quail. splendid quail found 
commonly from about 2000 feet upward the summit and abundant Lake 
Valley. Its shrill call-note can heard almost anywhere through the and 
particularly the hillsides; the note quite easily imitated and persisted 
will draw the bird close the observer. Fyffe the plumed quail 
ing the last May early June, and all nests observed were built 
“mountain misery” which here attains height from eight inches. 
June 1899 Mr. Carriger and collected two eggs Fyffe. The first nest 
was built the base large cedar tree, being well concealed 
and contained ten eggs, incubation about one-half advanced. Although disturbed 
repeatedly, the female bird returned the nest with great persistence. ‘The nest 
was photographed and its location shown the accompanying illustration. 
the same day while walking through patch “mountain misery” quail flushed 
from eleven eggs. This was subsequently collected with the nest, which 
was composed the leaves and stems and lining feathers. 
The eggs were about one-half incubated and formed two layers the nest when 
collected. June 1899 Mr. Carriger collected nest and ten eggs near the 
Fourteen-mile House, incubation well along. Mr. Taylor discovered nest 
about 5,000 feet altitude June 16, built shelf rock near the road. 
cavity had been hollowed out the sand and lined with leaves; this held six 
fresh should advise collecting nests with sets when possible, for they add 
immensely the interest and beauty the eggs. The plumed quail were ob- 
coming out into the road about dusk. 

{On Mt. Tallac and the higher slopes Pyramid Peak, young just hatched 
have been observed late the 15th the first September the 
quail are restless and are beginning their peculiar vertical migration the west 
slope the mountains. Sometimes four six adults with their young will torm 
covey ten thirty individuals and pursue their way, almost wholly “on 
foot” along the ridges more congenial winter climate. Oct. the quail 
have almost abandoned the elevations above 5000 feet. woodland 
full the disconsolate and whistling call notes the young who have 
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strayed from their coveys. the early spring and summer the quail begin their 
upward journey, not flocks, but usually pairs singly, ascending fast 
the snow melts from the ground. this mating season their rich clear whistle 
continually heard, though time during the year are they quiet. observed 
several pair near Slippery Ford the April, 1897, though snow still cov- 
ered the ground many places.—W. P.] 

Lophortyx californicus vallicolus. Valley Quail. Observed the region 
Smith Flat and probably extends far Fyffe. Not nearly common 
the preceding species. 

[Common about the Six-mile House and far the Ten-mile House. 
Young, few days old, were observed the Six-mile House June 26, 1896.— 

Dendragapus obscurus fuliginosus. Sooty Grouse. from 
teen-mile House the summit, but apparently not common any point. 
Plum Creek Mr. Taylor and heard them “drumming” the tall spruce the 
hillsides. June 14, 1901 had just crossed the summit and made 
the road when sooty grouse was observed crouched about feet away against 
the bank. One shot from the auxiliary barrel did not disturb it; the second 
caused fly down the bill into tall tamarack, where was subsequently 
found sitting plain view bare limb, from which was collected. 

have noted this speeies from the Twelve-mile House feet Pyra- 
mid Peak and Mt. Tallac. Unlike the plumed quail the does not migrate 
the lower levels, but remains regardless the depth snow, feeding the 
conifers. April 21, 1897, while passing snowshoes the divide above Slippery 


Ford, surprised large flock where the snow was fully feet the level, 


The crop bird shot was completely filled with the young leaves the white 
fir. About Glen Alpine, the first young were observed the middle 
June. June 1900 set seven egys incubation was found 
one the employes Glen Alpine. was placed hole under fallen 
tree, among ferns. All through the setting time, and often much later, the males 
are heard drumming. Later they the most elevated regions, spending most 
their time the pines and hemlocks, alighting the ground only long enough 
feed the blossoms lupine, columbine, and Indian paint brush 
together with small amount insect food. When the young are hatched the 
mother grouse notably fearless decoying the intruder.—W. 

Columba fasciata. Pigeon. 1899 Mr. Welch and 
observed flock these pigeons the pines near Fyffe. This only 
record their occurrence. 

many places the mountains, least 6500 feet, their rarity 
abundance depending the food supply, whichis chiefly the berries the man- 
zanita and scrub oak. observed single individual Glen Alpine, August 15, 

Zenaidura macroura. Mourning Dove. species abundant 
plains and was observed commonly about Smith Flat. doubtful 
common resident the pine region. June 11, 1898 found containing 
two fresh eggs, placed crotch black oak eight feet from the ground. The 
nest was composed wholly pine needles laid together depression and con- 


tained two fresh eggs. 
[Common about Pacific House freshly harvested grain fields June 28, 1897 


and single pair was observed Slippery Ford few days later. They are rare 
about Lake Tahoe, but several were shot the north end the lake, dry 
meadows Aug. P.] 


~ 
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Gymnogyps californianus. California Vulture. This species recorded the 
authority Mr. Jesse Millikan who mentions the capture specimen the 
South Fork the American River the fall II, 12.) 

Cathartes aura. Turkey Vulture. Observed occasionally circling about the 
canyons Fyffe, especially spot where forest fire had destroyed large 
growth timber. 

Accipiter velox. Sharp-shinned Hawk. Observed several times near Fyffe 
flying about and above the fir timber, where undoubtedly nests. 

{Common about Pyramid Peak, especially the late summer when 
tion seems progress. seen itfrequently each year usually dense 
fir timber, but have never found its nest collected the young.—W. P.] 

Accipiter cooperi. Cooper Hawk. June 1899 Mr. Carriger and 
served hawk which identified this species eating bird grove pines 
five miles from Placerville. 

{In the summer 1897, about July Creek 
the base Pyramid Peak collected four young just able fly. 
nest was not found, but was undoubtedly the dense fir timber the im- 
mediate vicinity. Alpine this species seen almost any day about Lily 
Lake, where dense thickets fir and aspen make P.] 

Accipiter atricapillus striatulus. Western Goshawk. 

pair these birds had their nest somewhere the dense timber Silver 
Creek the west Pyramid Peak, June and July 1897. the pair seve- 
ral times near enough for positive identification, but they were always extremely 
wary, and when disturbed from their retreat would circle about with wild cries. 
July 1898 presumably the same pair were observed, and although searched 
the woods diligently could not find the nest the young. 
tive goshawk the heavy pine and aspen timber Glen Alpine, July 
P.] 

Buteo borealis calurus. Western Redtail. This species was 
ally Fyffe and once near Georgetown Junction, but will probably 
fairly common upon investigation. One bird was seen perched tall burnt 
pine district which had previously been swept forest fire, but was 
very wary, changing its position quickly when one approached. The other was 
also open district and allowed approach the base the giant pine 
which had settled, doubtless nests the large conifers, 
which would offer perfect security from human molestation. 

everywhere the woods. have ncted almost every day about 
camps Silver Creek and Mt. Tallac. Several specimens have been shot 
each season.—W. 

Aquila chrysaetos. Golden Eagle. observed single bird flying about 
the summit Pyramid Peak Mr. Pratt the Sugar Loaf Hotel showed 
pair wings this species which had saved from bird shot the fall 
1900. nest regularly the high, rugged cliffs Echo. 


pair these birds have their nest the craggy western face Pyramid. 
the night July 27, 1899, which spent the summit, pair eagles flew 
close our attracted the unusual sight. They passed 
times within few feet us. Eagles are seen almost every day Glen Alpine, 
and they nest both the the canyon and the cliffs Mt. 
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Falco sparverius deserticolus. Desert Sparrow Hawk. quite fre- 
quently the higher pine forests. One Slippery Ford June 
from the top firtree. The bird lodged the tree and necessitated hard 
climb tosecure it. This specimen, male, distinctly lighter form than 
the coast birds and was pronounced good example deserticolus Mr. Wilfred 
Osgood who kindly compared with specimens the Survey. The 
species was observed 6,000 feet altitude Peavine ridge. 

[Collected the upper slopes both Pyramid Peak and Mt. Tallac. 
July 1897, nest was found hole blasted pine gooo feet the south 
slope Pyramid Peak. From the actions the birdsthe nest 
tained young.—W. P.] 

Pandion carolinensis. American Osprey. 

[Observed late June 1896 Riverton, where single individual was seen 
flying the American River. was soclose usthat identity 
positive. other hawk has tke large amount white its plumage. One 
the ditch tenders told that hawk” came the river frequently. 
1897 near Slippery Ford, this hawk time. was 
perched tree overhanging the river. approach flew another 
resting-place.—W. 

acadica. Saw-whet Owl. [One was shot Mr. Bunnell 
camp Glen Alpine July was the only one seen.—W. 

Bubo virginianus saturatus. Dusky Owl. One shot July 
August, 1897 Mr. Taylor Fyffe was probably resident bird and was 
referred this race Mr. Loomis who kindly examined the 
me. skin now the Academy collection. 

have heard the the horned owl several times high elevations 
Mt. Tallac, but have never collecting the bird.—W. 

Speotyto cunicularia hypogea. Burrowing Owl. Recorded from 
robe Mr. Swisler. Nests commonly onthe plains farther west. 

Glaucidium gnoma. Pygmy Owl. [Three were shot Glen Alpine, August 
10, 1900. They were observed flying the day time. One was adult female, 
the other two being young the P.] 

Ceryle alcyon. Belted Kingfisher. Occurs throughout the length the 
American River. Mr. mea male, collected Glen Alpine Springs 


Sept. 21, 

Dryobates hyloscopus. Cabanis Woodpecker. common species 
Fyffe where nests well the pines. Observed also Slippery Ford 
June 13, Taylor secured two specimens Fallen Lake Sept. 
Dryobates pubescens gairdneri. Gairdner Woodpecker. 1899 
Mr. Carriger observed single bird this species the burnt district near Fyffe. 
Xenopicus albolarvatus. White-headed Woodpecker. common species 
Fyffe and apparently tothe summit, usually quiet its habits. favorite 
nesting sites are low stubs burnt trees, which the newly-drilled holes show 
conspicuously. June 15, 1897 nest was foundtwelve feet upin burnt stub 
containing young fly. The young were dull plumage 
the white parts but other vise showing the markings the adult birds. 1898 
Fyffe pair white-headed had nest containing young 
stub near the house. ‘The nest was six feet from the ground and the young 
grew larger one could almost always observed the entrance hole. Inthe top 
the same stub pairof western bluebirds had nest and they improved every 
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opportunity attack the female woodpecker when she came feed her young. 
However both species reared their young successfully. The white-headed wood- 
pecker one the quaintest-looking and most interesting birds the region. 

[Common Lake Valley and about Fallen Leaf Lake, well everywhere 
the range the yellow pine. have never noted above 
P.] 

Picoides arcticus. Alpine Three-toed Woodpecker. pair was collected 
Silver Creek, west Pyramid Peak, August 1896. The same month young 
bird was shot 9,000 feet Pyramid Peak. July 1898 two young were shot 
the head Glen Alpine gorge. They were feeding grove alpine hem- 
lock.—W. P.] 

Sphyrapicus ruber. Sapsucker. common Transition species. 
June 1897 Mr. Carriger and found nest feet dead, barkless 
pine ravine Fyffe. contained young whose notes could 
heard whenever the parents alighted the stub. The old birds were not an- 
noyed our presence, going promptly the cavity with their supply food. 
have observed the species far Echo. 

Sphyrapicus thyroideus. Williamson Sapsucker. Mr. Atkin- 
son and observed female drilling its nesting-hole red fir the meadow 
the base Pyramid Peak. female 7,200 feet altitude June 14, 
and not think found below Echo. Mr. Taylor collected 
male Cascade Lake Aug. 

pileatus abieticola. Northern Pileated Woodpecker. Not uncom- 
mon. observed several the tall dead pines but all were extremely wary. 
When first heard drumming Fyffe early one morning its “tapping” was 
revelation and could heard great distance the woods. Mr. Beck collected 
Fyffe and Mr. assistant found nest containing young June 
June 13, Mr. Taylor collected male Gilmore Springs near Tallac Sept. 

Melanerpes formicivorus bairdi. California Wcodpecker. Recorded from 
near Placerville Mr. Swisler. 

Melanerpes torquatus. Woodpecker. Personally have not observed 
this woodpecker the west slope the range, though would expected 
occur. Mr. Beck found common and breeding about Bijou Lake 
the summer 1896, and Mr. Taylor collected two immature females Grass Lake 
near Glen Alpine Sept. 20, 

Colaptes cafer Red-shafted Flicker. the wooded districts 
from the lower foot hills least 9,000 feet. which shot was 
smeared with pitch from the pines and dark color, due its contact 
with burnt trees. climbing Pyramid June 10, 1900 Mr. Atkinson 
found nest this flicker stub white-bark pine about 9,200 feet alti- 
tude. The nest feet and contained six eggs, almost fresh. The parent 
bird was extremely wild and did not seem venture near the stub during our 
stay the peak. 

nuttalli californicus. Dusky One heard Fyffe 
the night June 19, 1896. were camped the edge clearing and 
had just retired, the moon brilliantly lighting the open space, when the call 
poor-will came from across the clearing the shadow. was repeated 
several times when the bird departed. Mr. Taylor collected female Meyer’s 
Station Lake Valley Sept. 

Chordeiles virginianus. Nighthawk. Not observed the west slope from 
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Placerville the summit, owing probably lack suitable breeding grounds. 
Lake Valley Meyer’s Station was common, doubtless nesting the sage 
brush which there abounds. Mr. Taylor writes that the evening August 
noted flocks this species congregated and about the willow sand that 
they were thereafter uncommon indicating that the principal migration took place 
that date. female collected Mr. Taylor Meyer’s Station Sept. 
shows very dark coloration, other specimens from the Sierras, and evident- 
hawk may prove separable into new race but the absence definite data the 
present notes may considered apply Chordeiles virginianus. 

suitable places the summit Pyramid Peak and Mt. 
Very abundant the lakes about Glen Alpine, where they can seen all 
times. late July nest with two eggs was found bare rock near the shore 
Suzy Lake. The night spent Pyramid Peak, nighthawks were continually 
flying about the campfire. the fall they congregate large flocks preparatory 
the migrat on.—W. 

Aeronautes melanoleucus. White-throated Swift. June 1899 
Carriger and observed swift circling high air over one the canyons 
Fyffe and referred this species. 

Trochilus alexandri. Black-chinned Hummingbird. July 15, Mr. 
Tay lor found nest Fyffe containing two eggs 
the female parent. The skin was subsequently almost destroyed but from the 
fragments Mr. Richmond the National Museum referred this species. 
The nest was placed five feet from the ground p2ar tree the orchird and 
and was composed light colored plant material and mullein down. 

Calypteanna. Anna Hummingbird. 

single specimen, female, wasshot Silver Creek near Pyramid Peak, 
July 1896. was evidently straggler.—W. P.] 

Selasphorus rufus. Rufous Hummingbird. [Abundant the Sierras above 
6000 feet. Noted every day camp Silver Creek, where four five nests 
were taken usually placed small limbs the tamarack pine. One was ona 
twig Lonicera few inches running water. This nest was first observed 
July 1895, when contained one egg. This hummingbird was often noted 
Glea Alpine, where fed largely the nectar the California fuchsia.—W. P.] 

Stellula calliope. Calliope Hummingbird. Mr. Beck collected several 
these small hummingbirds four miles west Slippery Ford, while they were fly- 
ing about blcssoming shrubs. saw one Fyffe early the morning 
June 1897 flying along ditch and following its curves with precision. During 
the past summer Mr. Taylor and observed asmall hummingbird Slippery Ford 
and also near the summit, but specimens were secured identify 
species. 

verticalis. Arkansas Kingbird. June 10, 1899 Mr. Carriger 
observed example this flycatcher the orchard Fyffe. pair were 
nesting half mile east Smith poplar tree June 11, 

Myiarchus cinerascens. Ash-throated Flycatcher. Some distance below Fyffe 
June 1897 Mr. Carriger and observed pair flying about tall stub where 
they doubt had nest. probable that this species not occur far 
above 3,000 feet. 

Sayornis nigricans semiatra. Black Phoebe. June 1896 found nest 
this species between Folsom and Dorado containing young fly. 
This only record though the species probably occurs far Placerville. 
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Contopus borealis. Olive-sided Flycatcher. common species all through 
the Sierras, its shrill notes from the tall, dead trees marking its presence every- 
where. The birds are very cautious after nesting has commenced and its requires 
vigilance detect either bird the nest. male will sit one place seldom 
varying its monotonous note for even hour time, finds observed, 
and now and then low chuckle from the female her nest the only response, 


PHOTOGRAPHING AN OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER'S NEST 70 FEET UP IN SILVER FIR. 


but too ventriloquistic expose the location ofthe nest. The nests are completed 
Fyffe June and contain fresh eggs until about the middle June. 
collected nest June 1897 from fir tree, the being feet from the 
ground horizontallimb. nest was composed rootlets with which was 
mixed quantity bright yellow dry moss vulpina) common the 
Sierras, and contained four eggs, one third incubated. This nest afforded 
opportunity attempt aerial photography with fair results. The birds were very. 
pugnacious while was the tree, flying about with lively snapping beaks. 
June 14, 1897 Mr. Carriger found nest ina Douglas spruce feet up. This 
contained four eggs, but owing the droop the limb and the distance the 
nest from the trunk the tree could not reached. scoop was tried but 
efforts secure the eggs proved unsuccessful. The average heights nests 
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this species seems from feet, firs being the favorite tree. The eggs 
are among the handsomest our flycatchers, each differing the 
intensity and style its markings. favorite perch the male bird the pin- 
nacle the tallest dead tree the vicinity, where, owing its height, the bird 
scarcely perceptible times. 

Pyramid Peak and Mt. Tallac least gooo P.] 

Contopus richardsoni. Western Wood Pewee. common summer resident 
the entire region. was usually observed well upin the trees its notes being 
uttered with regularity. the intervals between which would dart 
some passing insect. The nests are built perfect mimicry with their surround- 
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. PHOTO BY Cc. BARLOW. 
WESTERN WOOD PEWEE’S NEST ON CEDAR LIMB. 


ings and are usually hard discover, except watching the birds. June 1897 

almost bumped into nest built cedar limb six feet from the ground, which 
contained three eggs, the usual complement. The situation the nest shown 
the accompanying half-tone. June second nest was found feet upon 
projecting limb burnt tree, and held four small young. 
when its location was known. wood pewee nests earlier 
Fyffe than does farther up, and the two nests mentioned were there observed. 
June 13, nest and three fresh eggs were taken Slippery Ford, the 
nest being saddled onto black oak limb, feet up. The wood 
pewee and olive-sided flycatcher occupy very similar territory throughout this 
region. 
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Empidonax Western Flycatcher. Not uncommon the beds the 
deep canyons, where nests along the stream up-turned logs and similar sites. 
One nest taken Mr. Taylor Fyffe May 27, 1897 contained four eggs, 
about one-third incubated and was placed the end up-turned 

log. June 16, 1898 found nest built cavity burnt-out spruce 
Weber canyon. 

Empidonax hammondi. Hammond Flycatcher. This little flycatcher found 
the open country where plentiful, though usually near 
peculiar weak note calls one’s attention toits presence. 1897 Mr. Carriger 
found two nests this species Fyffe, built not more than feet apart. The 
first was found June 15, and was built horizontal limb dogwood tree 
sixteen held two eggs, which incubation was begun. The female 
parent was collected and determined later Richmond. The second 
nest was built upright fork manzanita bush four feet from the ground 
and held four eggs. Thus the nesting sites seem vary, and the general actions 
the birds very much resemble those 

[Late the summer the young this flycatcher are common the tamarack 
thickets along Silver Creek and the slopes Pyramid Peak. They are usually 
associated with the young two three warblers and Cassin vireo. have 
noted this congregation each season previous the migration. ‘The large scatter- 
ing flocks are often miles extent, contain thousands birds. 

Empidonax wrighti. Wright Flycatcher. shot froma 
bleck oak clearing June 20, 1896. Its presence Fyffe atthis date may 
regarded evidence its nesting there. the undergrowth deer brush, in- 
terspersed with black oaks, the Fourteen mile house small was 
very common, but specimens were secured not know whether the birds 
were referable this the preceding species. 

Otocoris alpestris Pallid Horned Lark. October 
ley from group three birds. October near Lake the Woods feet 
altitude Mr. Taylor writes that saw flock several hundred horned larks and 
secured one shot. Mr. Joseph Grinnell has kindly compared the two 
specimens with his series and pronounces them referable mentioning 
the same time that far aware this constitutes the first record this 
subspecies for California. 

alpestris Ruddy Horned Lark. Observed commonly the 
plains the Sacramento valley and far Latrobe. probably does not 
occur far Placerville but its occurrence Latrobe seems 
ing place the list. 

Pica pica hudsonica. American Magpie. Reported common about 

Station during the fall Mr. Taylor sent male bird which was 

caught coyote trap Sept Observed various other workers about 

Lake Tahoe. 

Pica nuttalli. Magpie. Noted from the train short distance 
west Latrobe. Probably occurs farther the blue oak belt. 

Cyanocitta stelleri Blue-fronted Jay. common species, its hoarse 
cries resounding through all the canyons. seems keep close timber. 
Fyffe June 16, 1898 found young just out the nest, presenting 
crous, bob-tailed appearance. number vireos were observed pursuing seve- 

ral marauding jays, the sharp, rasping notes the former drawing attention 
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the chase. the Forni meadow the base Pyramid Peak this 
species was found June 1900 containing four incubated eggs. The nest was 
near the top 12-foot tamarack and was largely composed mud and manure, 
but few sticks being used foundation. Mr. Atkinson found nest well 
red fir tree the same date, containing small young. Fyffe June 
found nest the extreme top 30-foot yellow pine, conspicuously 
situated are most the robins’ nests. proved nest and held 
four fully-feathered vociferous young. 

Aphelocoma californica. California Jay. species ofthe chaparral 
belt and observed the hillside about four miles east Placerville. 

Corvus americanus. American Crow. Observed the region frequented. 
the yellow-billed magpie near Latrobe. 

Nucifraga columbiana. Clarke Nutcracker. small colony was found 
grove hemlocks 8,500 feet altitude the southeast slope Pyramid Peak 
June 1900. The birds kept well out the range, cawing contentedly, while 
the cold wind the peak did not conduce following them up. Mr. Pratt, the 
genial proprietor Sugar Loaf Hotel (altitude about 4,000 feet) tells that dur- 
ing the winter the Clarke crows appear quite often about the hotel, readily coming 
within few feet him food. states that this species and the 
blue-fronted jays help immensely liven the long winter days, when the heavy 
snowfall prevents communication with the outside world. 

[Common almost everywhere above 8000 feet. They proved exceedingly 
annoying Mt. Tallac, where they continually pilfered traps set for small 
mammals. caught several July 1892 steel traps baited with 
meat.—W. P.] 

Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus. Blackbird. Observed 
Mr. Beck nesting the marsh near Bijou the shore Lake June 
1896. 

flock six eight were observed meadow June few miles 
east Placerville, and several were collected. hardly they were 
breeding there, but rather were resting from their flight over the mountains.— 

Agelaius gubernator californicus. Bicolored Blackbird. nested 
meadow Sly Park, short distance south the 14-mile house. Reported 
nesting commonly the southerly shore Lake Tahoe. Mr. Pratt Slippery 
Ford told that the various blackbirds migrate down the American River can- 
yon the fall, often large numbers. 

Agelaius tricolor. Blackbird. Observed nesting the shores 
Lake Tahoe Mr. Beck, who collected set five eggs 12, 

Sturnella magna neglecta. Western Meadowlark. Mr. Forrest Hanford 
observed five meadow near Smith Flat May Taylor sent 
specimen shot Meyer’s Station Lake Valley Sept. 30, 1901, which 
date stated they were going about flocks. Recorded Mr. Swisler 
Placerville. 

[Observed 1896 Placerville, Six-mile House and Pacific House. have 
never seen this species any the meadows above 5000 feet.—W. P.] 

Icterus bullocki. Bullock Oriole. Three individuals were noted 
ville May Forrest Hanford, while his journey from Placerville 
Carson City. Recorded Mr. Chas. Swisler Placerville. 

Scolecophagus cyanocephalus. Brewer Blackbird. flock was observed 
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the Five-mile House where large cattle corral affords typical surroundings. Ob- 
served Lake Valley during June 
about Wright’s Lakes near Pyramid Peak, 7ooo feet, where they 
nest pines along the lake shore. Observed April 19, 1897 Slippery Ford, 


where they had evidently already paired.—W. 

Coccothraustes vespertinus montanus. Western bird 
apparently local distribution the mountains, nowhere being abundant. Mr. 
Beck shot several Fyffe June 10, 1896, were probably 
grants passing higher altitudes. The first authentic nest and eggs this 
species was secured Mr. Beck June 5,000 feet elevation moun- 
tain-side. The nest was built black oak and was fairly conspicuous. was 
composed small sticks substantially lined with rootlets and contained four eggs. 
These resembled eggs the eastern pine grosbeak more closely than those any 
other species. complete account the taking see 
September, 1896. June small flock western evening grosbeaks 
was observed above Slippery Ford, drinking froma small stream which flowed 
acrossthe road. Echo June 14, pair were observed among 
firs meadow and seemed engaged nest building, but their movements 
could not traced. sharp, musical note given intervals, seeming 
the same note uttered the birds while the valley winter. 

Pinicola enucleator californica. California Pine Grosbeak. Seemingly spec- 
ies irregular distribution, not occurring below 6,000 7,000 feet. June 
Mr. Atkinson and came beautiful male bog the Forni mea- 
dow. bird was very tame and was probably nesting the vicinity. this 
place the red firs hold numerous accumulations needles about the size nest, 
which would render the nest difficult excepting watching the 
bird. Several other specimens were seen this point male collected. 
June 14, Station near the summit the keeper described the pine 
grosbeak and mentioned chat three the birds were quartered the house 
when moved upa few days before. description this subspecies and 
account its habits may found the “Auk” Vol. XIV, 182. 

Carpodacus purpureus californicus. California Purple Finch. common 
species least far Slippery Ford. Specimens collected Fyffe and 
Slippery Ford, several the male birds being the grayish plumage. This 
species must nest commonly this region, although know 
been taken. Mr. Carriger located nest Fyfte placed well out 
high limb pine, the nest being concealed the needles. 
practicable attempt collect the set and effort was made and 

the following species are the most charming songsters the forest, their 
full, rich warble floating down from the tall pines the early with ex- 
quisite sweetness. 

[Collected July 24, 1900 Glen Alpine. Rare the east slope the 
Sierras.—W. P.] 

Carpodacus cassini. Cassin Purple Finch. Common from Fyffe the sum- 
mit, having similar habits the preceding species. Specimens were collected 
various points along the road, many males being stillin the gray plumage. 
June 1900 flocks this species were found feeding along the edge the snow 
Pyramid Peak, and near the Fourteen-mile House number were observed 
feeding clover field. number were observed Lake Valley near Tallac 
June 15, Igor. 

Carpodacus mexicanus frontalis. Finch. number were observed 
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about the poplar trees the Five-mile House. This altitude perhaps marks the 
upper limit its range observe beyond this point summer. Mr. 
Taylor collected adult male Meyer’s Station October 12, 1901. This speci- 
men appears paler and larger than birds from the interior valleys and coast dis- 
trict. 
Loxia curvirostra bendirei. Sierra June 1899 shot male 


crossbill Fyfte; the bird was high plumage but showed little evidence 
nesting. The bird was sluggish its movements, sitting low limb cedar 
tree where was mistaken for purple finch. following day number 
were observed feeding the tops the pines, hanging head downward 
tering sharp note. Mr. Taylor collected female crossbill near Meyer’s Station 
Sept. 
[The crossbill rare summer the Sierras. have noted only two 
occasions, once Aug. 10, 1892 hemlock timber near Pyramid Peak and again 
the head Glen Alpine gorge.—W. P.] 
Leucosticte tephrocotis. Gray-crowned Leucosticte. This species was met 
with but once,—on June 10, when climbed Pyramid Peak. The summit 
the peak conglomerate mass bowlders and slabs rock thrown together 
order. About these rocks the summit noted two pair leucostic- 
tes, one pair being secured. The contents the stomach the male bird were 
found consist the seeds the white-bark pine, which grows dwarfed 
form perhaps within eighth mile the summit. The ap- 
peared uneasy account our presence and after alighting for moment the 
rocks would sweep off the strong wind, returning presently and frequently 
uttering their twittering note. species undoubtedly nests among 
and probably considerable patience would enable one follow the female her 
nest the locality were visited the beginning the breeding season, which 
should judge would about the first June. 
[This species has been observed and collected each year, but have 
never succeeded finding its nesting place. Young just able fly have been 
collected late the last August leucostictes have begun congre- 
gate large flocks preparatory migration probably the interior valleys 
Nevada where they are often large numbers winter. Their chief food 
late summer consists the small seeds borage and small 
All the specimens examined contained more less insect food, principally ants 
and small beetles. birds delight the broad snow-fields which cover the 
eastern slope Pyramid Peak; here they may seen searching for wind-blown 
insects and seeds. have not seen the bird below 8000 P.] 
Astragalinus tristis salicamans. Willow Goldfinch. Observed suitable locali- 
ties about Placerville Mr. Chas. Swisler. 
Astragalinus psaltria. Arkansas Goldfinch. common species the moun- 
tain orchards Fyffe and even higher up. found nest ina June 
1898 containing young, the parent bird allowing within two feet 
her nest with camera. species probably common suitable localities 
from Fyffe downward. 
[In August, 1892, male Arkansas goldfinch flying over the very sum- 
mit Mt. Tallac. was undoubtedly straggler, have never since noted 
the species above 5000 P.] 
Astragalinus lawrencei. Lawrence Goldfinch. pair were observed Placer- 
ville, early June 1897, deserted orchard below the town. pair were shot 
Folsom May 1897, the outskirts the town where they were seen several 


times, apparently breeding.—W. P.] 

Spinus pinus. Pine Siskin. June 1899 Mr. Carriger observed flock 
flying about the pines near the Fourteen-mile House. June 1900 the 
base Pyramid Peak number were flying about the barn and corral dairy 
and seemed quite tame. the day they were found numbers feeding 
along the edge the snow company with the Cassin purple finches 
lower slopes Pyramid Peak. 

Breeds commonly heavy forest alpine hemlock the head Glen 
Alpine gorge. While nests have been taken, the birds were heard each 
visit, their shrill notes very characteristic sound the alpine woodland. Young 
have been taken July and August. They were heard commonly the slope 
Pyramid Peak April 23, where snow covered the ground depth 

Chondestes grammacus strigatus. Western Lark Sparrow. Quite common 
species Fyffe summer and observed far Fourteen-mile House. 
frequents the clearings and mountain orchards, seldom entering the timber. 
Several nests were found small cedars growing beside pasture fences. 

Zonotrichia leucophrys. White-crowned Sparrow. summer resident the 
Sierras, being seldom found below 7,000 feet this region. first met the 
Forni meadow west Pyramid Peak, where they were common Juve 10, 
The meadow, traversed numerous little streams along which willows grew 
thickets, offered agreeable nesting site for the species but the bushes were just 
coming into leaf this date, which probably delayed nest-building week 
more. the morning the song this sparrow came from all sides the 
meadow, pleasant though somewhat dolorous note. meadow west Phil- 
lips Station, white-crowned sparrows were common, and indeed have seldom 
found place where mountain bird life all kinds was abundant. When 
stopped fur few moments medley songs was progress, particularize up- 
velling over the ridge down Echo postoffice flushed white-crowned sparrow 
from its nest and single egg patch cordulatus. The nest was 
composed very fine twigs with lining grasses and fine rootlets. The nest 
measured outside inches; depth one inch. The egg green- 
ish-white color, softly marked with lavender. ‘This species one the 
teresting birds its zone and regret that have not. been permitted 
spend more time its habitat. 

Zonotrichia leucophrys gambeli. Intermediate Sparrow. have collec- 
tion four specimens this rac2, collected Mr. Taylor follows: Glen 
Alpine Springs, Sept. 17; Grass Lake, Glen Alpine Springs, Sept. 
18; Meyers Station, Sept. 29, taking these intermediate sparrows 
the breeding habitaf the preceding species would indicate that the 
had migrated before the middle September, their places being turn taken 
gambeli its migration from the north. 

Spizella socialis Western Chipping Sparrow. One the commonest 
species, abundant Fyffe and observed tothe summit. this region 
seems possess notes which are not ordinarily heard the valley and con- 
sequence sometimes collected with the idea that may other than 
chipping sparrow. Its well-known trill far the commoner note and the 
species found almost every location. Fyffe nest-building commences 
May but fresh eggs have been found through June, perhaps second layings. 
first nest was the top very brushy black oak thirty feet up. 


crously hard climb was rewarded with set three eggs this sparrow. There- 
after sought easier nests, preferably those four five feet cedar and pine 
saplings. Nesting dates for Fyffe are follows: June 10, 1897, nest 
young low bush one foot from ground; June 10, 1898, four incubated eggs, 
nest small cedar three feet up, the eggs marked with brown; June 15, four 
fresh eggs, nest seven feet pine sapling beside road; June 1901, nest with 


full fledged young cedar sapling four feet up; June nest and four fresh eggs 
three feet manzanita bush; June nest and four fresh eggs ten feet 
drooping limb black oak. 

Spizella breweri. Brewer Sparrow. Several shot the sage-brush near 
Meyer’s Station Wilfred Osgood June, 1896. This region 
adapted the species. 

Junco hyemalis thurberi. Thurber Junco. summer resident 
from 3,000 feet altitude tothe summit. Fyffe the not common, but 
increases numbers ascend. the usual variation its nesting 
dates, young and fresh eggs being often found the same time 

June 17, 1896 found nest Fyffe, containing half-grown young, nest 
being concealed the ‘‘mountain misery.” Mr. Taylor found nest May, 
1896 built depression the side irrigating ditch, the nest and its sur- 

roundings being composed entirely pine needles. June 12, 1897 Mr. Carri- 

ger collected nest and four fresh eggs nest being hidden among 

some brakes the forest. June 11, 1898 youngin the streaked plumage were 

shot Fyffe. June 10, 1900a nest was found about 3,000 feet, built 
the pine needles bank, and contained four young. During the latter part 

May the present year Mr. Taylor found nest Fyffe, situated 

growth brakes, containing fresh eggs. June while walking along the 
road near the summit junco flushed from beneath feet and nest was found 
built the side shallow ditch and concealed effectually tiny tamarack, 
held four fresh eggs. The birds always exhibit alarm when their nesting do- 
main invaded and the female carefully watched the nest may 
located within short time. 

Melospiza melodia montana. Mountain Song Sparrow. 

have seen asong sparrow several times about Lake Tahoe, especially 
the marshy tracts near Tallac, but none have been taken. 1898 
sparrow which took this form was shot Lily Lake Glen Alpine. 
specimen unfortunately was destroyed. nest containing taken with 
this specimen, was built among ferns under fallen aspen. The nest was 
usual Melospiza formation, and the eggs are not different from those 
heermanni.—W. 

Melospiza lincolni. Sparrow. 

[Two specimens were taken camp Silver Creek Sept. 1896. They 
were probably migrants.—W. P.] 

Passerella iliaca unalaschcensis. Fox Sparrow. 

eight sparrows this form were taken Silver Creek, within three 
miles Pyramid Peak Sept 1896. specimen was very light colored and 
referable the fox sparrow, rather than P.] 

Passerella iliaca megarhyncha. Sparrow. common resident 
and sweet singer the region, abundant Fyffe apparently higher 
altitudes. partial the large tracts grown deer brush where, the 
shade, seeks seclusion, scratching for its food the ground and only now and 
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then mounting some branch pour forth its liquid song. Fyffe watched 
one cedar tree fifteen feet and approached the foot the tree but the 
bird continued singing, unmindful presence, quite contrast the usual 
timid and secretive nature this species. have never discovered nest this 
bird although have searched carefully considerable area which they were 
common. old nest foot deer brush ascribed this species. 
June 1899 Mr. Carriger flushed sparrow from beneath fallen 
tree Fyffe. The bird ran quietly along the ground and disappeared, while 
the nest was found under the log, being depression lined with grass 
taining two eggs. more were added the set, which was collected with the 
parent few days later. The thick-billed sparrow one the representative 
birds the region, and withal one its sweetest songsters. 


Pipilo maculatus megalonyx. Spurred Towhee. common bird 
gion, occurring far least Echo. About Fyffe seemed impossible 
into the deep woods, where bird life usually scarce, without having 
spurred towhee appear close hand, uttering its June 1897 
found nest containing three unfeathered young and one egg hillside under 
far the prettiest nest found was June the same year. The sit- 
uation was small clearing the forest grown cedar saplings about two feet 
high. Beneath one these reposed the nest and its three eggs, the lining 
light grasses setting them off good advantage. Asin the valley this towhee 
does not nest the ground entirely, for Mr. Taylor found nest June 12, 1897 
containing two eggs, placed six feet bush beside ditch. 
posed pine and spruce bark and lined with light yellowish grass. June 
1899 Mr. Carriger collected nest and four fresh eggs Fyffe. birds, de- 
spite their commonness, are very interesting watch, and soon become neighborly 
the observer will sit quietly one place. 

Oreospiza chlorura. Green-tailed Towhee. interesting species, oc- 
curring from Fyffe the summit and also about Lake Valley. Fyffe was 
seen and heard occasionally alarge burnt area, keeping close the dense growth 
deer June 12, 1897 Fyffe found nest feet upin Ceano- 
thus bush, containing five fully fledged young, which scattered approach. 
Observed very commonly Mr. Taylor sent two specimens taken 
September Glen Alpine Springs. 

Pipilo fuscus crissalis. California Towhee. June observed 
this towhee about 2,500 feet altitude the manzanita brush hillside. This 
particular portion the region resembles the Upper Sonoran more 
zone and probably the species occurs commonly about 


tude. 
Zamelodia melanocephala. Grosbeak. common summer 
resident least 4,500 feet altitude. probably extends higher suit- 
able locations. species one the most pleasing and constant songsters 
the region, its rich whistle resounding through the woods from day-break dusk. 
the mountain orchards they prey upon certain fruits such cherries and re- 
quires vigilance secure even portion the crop. The black-headed grosbeak 
nests almost entirely the thick deer-brush, the average height its nests being 
ten feet and the usual complement eggs four. When the nest disturbed the 
male bird appears almost instantly and much screeching follows, especially the 
nest contains young. Numerous nests with young fresh eggs have been 
found Fyffe from June 
have never noticed this grosbeak the Glen Alpine region, nor the 
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west side the mountains above 5000 feet. P.] 

Cyanospiza amena. Lazuli Bunting. This species not uncommon open 
hillsides and the mountain orchards about Fyffe. June 1897. Mr. Beck 
collected nest and four fresh eggs Fyffe, the location being bush about three 
feet high. Mr. Taylor and noted the species June, 1901, about 5,000 feet 
altitude Peavine ridge. 

single specimen was shot September, 1896, Silver Creek, about 
7,000 feet. seems rare above 4500 feet. P.] 

Piranga ludoviciana. Louisiana Tanager. the timber from 3000 
feet the summit. feeds principally the black oaks, where its gaudy 
plumage contrasts sharply with the light green leaves. Birds are seen thrqugh 
the forest with all shades intensity the red coloration. During June, 
the species seemed unusually abundant, traveling about the forest flocks es- 
pecially Slippery Ford, though the cool summer may have been responsible 
for late mating and nest-building. Fyffe June 17, found nest 
feet horizontal pine limb, containing four incubated eggs. June 12, 1897, 
nest built tip spruce limb feet was found containing young. 
June 16, 1898, nest was located feet horizontal pine limb and con- 
tained young. Pacific and June Echo nest-building was just 
progress. black oak trees are frequently resorted nesting sites, the 
nests being always built horizontal limb. 

[Noted least gooo feet both Pyramid Peak and Mt. .Tallac, but per- 
haps most abundant between 3000 and 6000 feet. August the young are often 
met with flocks dozen more, feeding among the tamarack pines com- 
pany with several kinds warblers, vireos and flycatchers. This gathering pre- 
liminary migration has been noted each year that spent Silver Creek, 
and Glen Alpine. P.] 

Progne subis hesperia. Martin. June 1900, number these 
martins were circling about the Cary House Placerville, the top brick-work 
which they appeared nesting. They twittered sharply during their 
flight and down the main business street the town. 

nesting, July 1896 holes blasted pine stub some sixty feet 
from the ground. This the top the Peavine ridge, about four miles 
northeast Slippery Ford. None were shot, but the nearness the birds and 
their notes made identification positive. W.W. P.] 

Petrochelidon Cliff Swallow. Common about the barn Fyffe 
June 1899. abundantly the barn Meyer’s Station June 15, 

Hirundo erythrogaster. Observed Fyffe with the preced- 
ing species June 1899. the Brownell place above Slippery Ford pair 
were nesting the barn June 11, while the species was common Meyer’s 
Station June 15, 

Tachycineta bicolor. Tree Swallow. Reported Mr. Beck nesting com- 
monly dead stubs Biiou the shore Lake Tahoe, one nest found 
June 1896, being built old woodpecker’s hole. 

Tachycineta thalassina. Violet-green Swallow. [Common ‘in August the 
lakes Glen Alpine, where some have been shot nearly every year. They ap- 
pear usually cloudy, rainy days and skim low over the water. The greater 
part seem young and they are probably migration. This year 
saw numbers August 12, flying over the lakes Desolation Valley, the north 
side Pyramid Peak, 8000 feet. P.j 
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Ampelis cedrorum. Cedar Waxwing. Recorded Mr. Chas. Swisler 
Placerville occasional winter visitant, going about flocks birds. 

Lanius ludovicianus gambeli. California Shrike. Observed Mr. Chas. 
Swisler about Placerville. 

gilvus. Warbling Vireo. This species common summer Fyffe 
and was also heard the Forni meadow 7,500 feet altitude June, 
One nest was found black oak Fyffe June 15, 1897 containing 
eggs. This nest did not differ anywise from nests found the valley. 

Vireo solitarius cassini. Cassin Vireo. The most common vireo the 
Sierras, being usually found the edge clearings where partial the 
black vaks, from which principally obtains its food supply. The nests are sus- 
pended from drooping limbs the oaks, and the sharp, expressive note the 
parent bird frequently uttered the nest, the male responding; but more often 
the male bird will remain near the nesting tree while sings. Four eggs 
the usual complement, although have twice found five eggs young. The 
nests are invariably covered exteriorly with flakes white cocoon found 
the woods, and the habit constant with this species the use moss 
Hutton vireo its nest-building. Fresh eggs may found various altitudes 
through June, and are large for the size the bird. Nesting dates Fyffe are 
follows: June 17, 1897, four incubated eggs, nest three feet black oak 
bush; June 20, nest with half-grown young, five feet drooping black 
oak; June nest and four incubated eggs, suspended from black oak limb 
seven feet up; June 15, nest containing four fresh eggs, placed twelve feet 
drooping limb black oak; June nest and five incubated eggs, ten feet 
drooping black oak limb. 

Glen Alpine except during the early migration the young, when 

they are very common, being associated with warblers and often chipping spar- 

rows and juncos. 

Vireo Vireo. Heard commonly Fyffe and several 
specimens shot during June. The pine region seems scarcely suitable habitat 
for this species, but evidently nests. would interesting know whether 
not the bird’s custom finishing the outside its nest with moss followed 
the valley and foothills here carried out. Ifso, the use the brightly-col- 
moss would lend handsome effect the nest. 

Helminthophila rubricapilla gutturalis. Calaveras Warbler. This was found 
common species from Fyffe above Echo, frequenting the deer-brush and 
hillsides Ceanothus whence came its distinctive song. Although the 
species far rare numbers, appears that but comparatively few its 
nests have been taken, but this not strange when consider the extent and 
nature the country selected for nesting sites. usually the merest 
chance that nest discovered, successful method any being beat 
through the misery” the vicinity where the male bird tound 
singing. Mr. Lyman Belding found several nests this warbler Big Trees 
farther south the range. 1896 Mr. Wilfred Osgood collected two sets 
five eggs each, one Fyffe and one near Slippery Ford. taking these 
two sets described length Nidologist (III, 140). June 1899 
flushed Calaveras warbler from her nest the tar-weed beneath small cedar 
Fyffe, which date the nest held five half-grown young. Again Fyffe 
May 21, Mr. Taylor found nest and five fresh eggs the bank small 
ditch flowing out the forest. The nest measured three inches outside diameter 
and was composed weed-stems, grasses and small quantity bark. was 
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lined almost entirely with soap-root fiber, which appears the usual material 
employed. This nest and its situation shown the accompanying cut. 
June 10, Slippery Ford nest was found built among accumulation 
dry black oak leaves beneath deer-brush the side gulch. contained 
five eggs, two-thirds advanced incubation this date. shown the 
above nesting records, five eggs constitute the usual set and the eggs are laid 
from May June, according altitude. This warbler was observed com- 
monly Echo, where the hillsides echoed with its song. 

common Glen Alpine the thickets Ceanothus cordulatus and 
the slopes Mt. Tallac least 8000 feet. While the female usually seen 
shrubbery near the ground the male more often seen and heard singing 
trees considerable size. P.] 

Helminthophila celata lutescens. Warbler. One specimen shot 
June, 1897, but should consider irregular summer visitant the 
region. Mr. Taylor sent two females shot near Glen Alpine Springs 
September and 18, doubtless migrants. 

[Rather common the willows and tamarack pines Glen Alpine and 
Silver Creek least Sooo feet July and August. have evidence that 
P.] 

Dendroica Yellow Warbler. Fyffe this species occurs commonly, 
mingling with the other warblers the black oaks. June 16, 1898, while 
crawling through patch deer-brush search thick-billed sparrows’ nests, 
noticed small nest three feet the top bush and was presently 
claimed yellow warbler. The contents were two advanced and one infer- 
tile egg. nest was composed the usual grayish plant material and did not 
differ from nests found the valley. Personally have not observed this species 
above 

Dendroica auduboni. Audubon Warbler. fairly common species Fyffe 
end upward summit. vies with the hermit warbler keeping close 
the conifers, and the male breeding plumage bird rare beauty. All the 
nests have found have been comparatively low elevations the trees, but the 
birds are frequently seen high the tall pines and firs, where likely that 
many them nest. Audubon warbler, although not nominally bird the 
‘Transition zone, was observed most commonly about 3,500 feet altitude below 
Fyffe where dense growth cedars had sprung after forest fire. This 
seemed the center abundance and number pair were nesting within 
June 15, 1897, found nest feet small cedar sapling, 
built next the trunk. contained single egg and had evidently de- 
serted. nest was generously lined with feathers, prominent among which 
were several the plumed quail. June 3,500 feet altitude nest 
was found feet drooping pine limb, containing full-fledged young. The 
parent birds showed the direst distress, dragging themselves about the ground 
their attempts mislead us. the Forni meadow, altitude 7,500 feet, 
June 10, 1900 found nest feet ona horizontal limb red fir, contain- 
ing four fresh eggs. outside the nest was composed plant stems, the 
inner section bark strips and grass, with lining horsehair and feathers. 
The eggs were heavily marked for this species, being blotched confluently with 
umber and lilac. The nests this warbler are larger than those any the 
other Sierra warblers, while the eggs have distinctive coloration. 

Dendroica nigrescens. Black-throated Gray Warbler. Common about Fyffe 
and observed far Slippery Ford. all the warblers seems the 
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most partial the edge clearings, where carefully works over the deer-brush 
search food. Occasionally found the higher conifers, and perhaps 
the most active the warblers. black-throated gray warbler nests commonly 
about Fyffe, where the following nesting records were secured. wide range 
nesting sites shown, the birds building from low bushes well into the pines. 
June 15, 1897 nest was noted seven feet the center manzanita bush 
containing four badly incubated eggs. 1899 Mr. Carriger located number 
nests, the first being feet drooping limb pine. This was collected 
with its four fresh eggs, the circumstance being shown the accompanying half- 
tone. The location was ideal one, being small clearing the forest, with 
towering timber all about. June Mr. Carriger found another nest, which the 
young were just leaving; the same day nest four feet horizontal 
Ceanothus limb, containing three fresh eggs; another five feet the deer- 
brush with four fresh eggs. Mr. Carriger followed female warbler 
her nest, which was placed horizontal pine limb, feet above the ground 
and contained four eggs. nests this species resemble those the yellow 
warbler more closely than the nests any other species, being composed out- 
wardly gray plant material, with lining fibers and feathers. June 
Mr. Atkinson found nest and four fresh eggs built small cedar sapling 
four feet up, while found nest with large young Fyffe June 
built similarly cedar six feet from the ground. 

Dendroica townsendi. Warbler. 

male was shot near Gilmore Lake, the slope Mt. Tallac, 8500 feet 
early August Mr. Charles Merrill. The specimen was skinned 
myself and collection, but present not available for the exact date. 


Dendroica occidentalis. Hermit Warbler. This species has served give 


Fyffe some little prominence, inasmuch has been studied with interest 
numerous ornithologists who have made Fyffe their headquarters. have found 
nowhere common Fytfe summer, although scattering birds have been 
observed far the summit. The hermit warbler pre-eminently 
quenter the conifers, although feeds the bushes and black oaks common 
with other species. Its song different from that any other Sierra warbler 
and seems well represented the words zeegle zeegle zeegle zeek, which borrow 
have been unable hit upon combination letters which represents the song 
nearly well. close range the song the hermit warbler appears weak 
rather than otherwise, yet Fyffe was impressed with its penetration. front 
the station corral several acres reaches back the border the forest, and 
yet the song this warbler could heard with great distinctness sat 
the porch. The bird will often mount the higher branches the conifers 
successive hops, much after the manner the blue-fronted jay. the pres- 
ent time the eggs the western warbler have remained rare collections, and 
the few known sets have been taken within small radius Fyffe. Some years 
ago Mr. Chas. Allen found several nests this warbler Blue Canyon, but 
through various mishaps failed secure set eggs. Major Bendire collected 
set eggs the Des Chutes River Idaho which 
longed this species, but the parent bird was lost after being shot and 
the identity was never cleared up. June 1896 Mr. Beck collected 
nest and four eggs from limb yellow pine feet up, near the American 
River 3,500 feet altitude. The nest was reached means ladder carried 
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long distance the mountain. (See IV, 79). June 14, 1898 
had the good fortune discover nest opposite the station Fyffe, being 
built the end small limb yellow pine feet up. The nest was located 
searching random and contained four eggs about one-fourth incubated. This 
set was described length Auk (XVI, pp. 156-161). half-tone the 
nest and eggs shown herewith. While walking through the timber Fyffe 
June 1899 Mr. Carriger came upon nest this species but feet 
cedar sapling. contained four eggs, advanced incubation. (See 
pp. 59-60). nest containing young about four days old found 
Mr. Price’s assistant Fyffe June 1897, was placed twelve feet near 
the top small cedar, next and well concealed. Thus probable 
that Fyffe has afforded more nesting records this species than has any other 
part the state. Mr. Taylor picked warbler’s nest foot 
large fir tree from which had evidently fallen. undoubtedly belonged 
this species, having the distinctive composition noted all the nests observed. 
shown very well the illustration, the inner lining cedar bark and 
soap-root fiber being always present. Young birds but few days out the nest 
were observed several occasions, they being light gray color, with two 
white wing bands. 


have not found the hermit warbler where thought breeding above 
6090 feet, but have collected specimens both Mt. Tallac and Pyramid Peak 
high gooo feet. adults are very rare during June and July the neigh- 
borhood camp Silver Creek, but late July and early August 
gration the young birds the year takes place and the species very abun- 
dant everywhere the tamaracks from about 6000 feet 8000 feet. hundred 
more may countedin hour’s walk camp, 7000 feet, Silver Creek. 
They are very silent, uttering now andthen “cheep,” and always busy searching 
among the leaves and cones for insects. Among some fifty collected the first 
week August, there were only two three adults. The young males 
have the most coloring, but they way approach adult plumage. These great 
flights the hermit warbler are intermingled with other species, Hammond fly- 
catcher, Calaveras and lutescent warblers, Cassin vireo, and sometimes Louisiana 
tanagers and red-breasted nuthatches. flight has been noted, 
comes without warning storm wind, and few days disappears 


Geothlypis tolmiei. Macgillivray Warbler. Foundcommonly about Fyffe and 
far Echo, always frequenting the brushy hillsides where grows the sev- 
eral species Ceanothus. Fyffe the species seemed very common what 
known the “burnt area which was swept forest fire some 
years ago and which has since grown thickly deer-brush and cedars. 
June 1897 brood young were travelling about the brush with their 
parents. day later Mr. Beck took nest and four fresh eggs one foot 
small cedar. June 14, 1901 collected two male birds near Echo where they 
were found the prickly Ceanothus cordulatus, which they doubt nest. 
the whole Macgillivray warbler occupies territory the same nature does the 
Calaveras warbler this region, the two often being found together the 

common 8000 feet both the Silver Creek region and Mt. 
Tallac. 


Geothlypis trichas occidentalis. Western Yellowthroat. yellow- 
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throat referable this species the marshes about Tallac, but specimens 
have been secured. have never seen the yellowthroat either Silver Creek 
Glen Alpine. P.] 

Wilsonia pusilla pileolata. Pileolated Warbler. June 14, 1901 observed 
pair these warblers meadow near the summit, altitude about 7500 feet. 
The birds were prospecting about willow patch, where they would probably 
have nested, had not collected the female. Mr. collected male Grass 
Lake September have not observed this species the lower altitudes the 
pine belt. 

[Common Glen Alpine and Silver Creek, where specimens have been 
collected each year. containing five eggs was collected Glen 
Lily Lake July 1898. The nest was placed the ground, fallen aspen. 
The female was shot she left the nest. P.] 

Cinclus mexicanus. American Dipper. Mr. Taylor observed above Echo 
June 16, and doubtless occurs commonly along the American River where there 
are numerous wild situations admirably adapted its occupancy. 

[Common wherever there are streams least gooo They are abun- 
dant Silver Creek and Glen Alpine. Young have been seen early 
July Lily Lake, Glen Alpine. P.] 

Catherpes mexicanus punctulatus. Dotted Canyon Wren. During May, 
Mr. Taylor found nest this wren built the American 
River north Fyffe. nest contained young and 

specimens were shot Slippery Ford about June 15, 1898 the Sugar 
Loaf cliffs. None have been seen higher inthe mountains than this point. P.] 

Thryomanes bewicki spilurus. Vigors Wren. occasionally Fyffe 
and specimen shot the deer brush June song resembles some- 
what that the thick-billed sparrow. 

Troglodytes aedon parkmani. Parkman Wren. 

pair were shot early August brushy burned area the south 
side Mt. Tallac 8009 feet. Others have been seen Glen Alpine. 


Anorthura hiemalis pacifica. Western Winter Wren. Found not uncommon 


along the dark canyon streams. was seen quite often Weber canyon 
Fyffe and June one was heard singing its own exquisite manner 
gulch near Pacific. July 12, 1898 Mr. Taylor collected nest and five eggs from 
the side “prospect hole.” The location was dry one for this species 
select, but the nest was beautiful structure moss, built suit the shape and 
size the cavity. When removed resembled miniature ouzel’s nest more than 
anything else. The eggs were partially dried up, which accounts for their being 
found this late date. 


Certhia familiaris zelotes. Sierra Creeper. Observed from Fyffe upward 


the summit. adult male and immature bird were taken Fyffe, and 
nest was found beneath the bark dead pine about feet up. could not 
reached, but doubtless contained young this date. April 30, 1898 Mr. 
Taylor found nest and five eggs Fyffe, the nest being built slit pine 


stub six inches back from the entrance, and almost wholly composed strips 


cedar bark with few feathers intermingled. have compared specimens this 
race with skins from Sitka with the very little, any, difference appears 
exist between the two. 

Sitta carolinensis aculeata. Slender-billed Nuthatch. met this nuthatch 
meadow near the summit June 14, when one was observed dead 
stub, but failed secure it. Mr. Taylorcollected immature male 


> 
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Station Aug. 12, 

[Common above 6000 feet both sides the range, Silver Creek and 
about Glen Alpine. P.] 

Sitta canadensis. Red-breasted Nuthatch. Heard and seen frequently 
Fyffe and specimens taken. [Common the migrations Silver Creek. May 

Sitta Pygmy Nuthatch. family pygmy nuthatches were 
noted Silver Creek, feet August 1896 and several were taken. 
possible they were migrating. P.] 

Parus inornatus. Plain Recorded Chas. Swisler the 
vicinity Placerville. 

Parus gambeli. Mountain Chickadee. common species from below Fyffe 
the summit and both slopes the range. The species nests early, usually 
selecting dead pine and spruce stubs nesting sites. June 11, 1898 nest was 
found Fyffe with nine young about the nest was built cavity the 
top pine stub, about three feet from the ground and was composed large 
quantity bark strips and fur. June 1899 Mr. Carriger found nest 
four feet stub, containing seven small young. the Forni meadow 
June 10, 1900 nest was found built joist behind base-board, the space 
10x7 inches being filled with mat hair and fur, the center which was 
cavity holding eight eggs, slightly incubated. Fyffe June nest with 
eight grown young was found eight feet burnt stub, while Slippery Ford 
June nest six feet the top snag contained young. The 
real song this chickadee much resembles that the golden-crowned sparrow. 

fasciata henshawi. Pallid Wren-Tit. June 10, 1899 the familiar 
song wren-tit was heard inthe chaparral near the Five-mile House. prob- 
ably occurs thence downward suitable localities. 

Psaltriparus minimus californicus. California Bush-Tit. Noted quite often 
about Fyffe where two nests were found. first was found June 12, 1897 
and was suspended from cedar eight feet up. The seven eggs were far 
advanced incubation. June 14, 1898 found nest manzanita bush, con- 
taining six slightly incubated eggs. The nest was something curiosity having 
entrance top and another two-thirds the way down the opposite side, 
both being well rounded. was lined warmly with feathers, among which 
were recognized those the plumed quail and black-headed grosbeak. 

Regulus satrapa olivaceus. Western Golden-crowned Kinglet. Although this 
kinglet nominally bird the higher zones undoubtedly breeds Fyffe, al- 
titude 3,700 feet. June the present year Mr. Taylor and observed adult 
birds and apparently brood young flying about thick young spruce 
growth the forest. adult male and juvenile were collected. Mr. Taylor 
collected female Glen Alpine Sept. 19, have never collected this 
form summer either Silver Creek Glen Alpine. 1896, common 

Regulus calendula. Ruby-crowned Kinglet. Mr. Taylor took adult female 
Glen Alpine Sept. 19, 

[Distinctly bird the Hudsonian zone. Breeds commonly the forests 
alpine hemlock the slopes Pyramid Peak and the head Glen Alpine. 
The male has song wonderful sweetness and strength. without doubt 
breeds these forests have seen the birds with food their bills flying into 
tall hemlock where nest probably was concealed. P.] 

Polioptila obscura. Western Gnatcatcher. Observed June 17, 1896 
several miles west Placerville. Also Fyffe few days later where pair 
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were observed flitting about some manzanita bushes. 

Myadestes townsendi. Townsend Solitaire. One shot Fyffe June 20, 1896 
Osgood. Mr. Beck found nest built the ground the burnt 
tree near Echo, containing three eggs. Mr. Taylor sent four specimens taken 
Glen Alpine Springs September and one from Meyer’s Station Oct 

Hylocichla ustulata. Russet-backed Thrush. Observed fairly common 
along the wooded streams from Riverton. June 11, 1898 number were 
heard singing the maples bordering small stream Fyffe. June 
several were heard canyon between Pacific and Riverton. 

Hylocichla Dwarf Hermit Thrush. Observed Placerville 
Mr. Swisler during February, 1901, when bird visitor his 
yard for about two weeks. occasional winter visitant. 

Hylocichla aonalaschke sequoiensis. Big Thrush. first heard the song 
this thrush about dusk the tamarack timber west Pyramid Peak and found 
present considerable numbers meadow nearthe summit the stage 
road. border the meadow was thickly grown second-growth 
tamaracks, from the cover which the thrushes sang with rare melody. re- 
gretted that rapid travel our day’s destination prevented sitting 
ing the delicious music which seemed pour from all sides. Mr. 
lected immature this thrush Glen Alpine Springs Sept. 16, 
1901. June, 1896 Mr. Beck collected nest the Big above Echo, 
the nest being built feet pine tree, quite contrast 
ing site. .The nest held four eggs.. [Common wherever timber, and 
damp thickets willow and alder above 6000 feet.—W. P.] 

Merula migratoria Western Robin. One the noisy and enliven- 
ing birds the entire region, nesting commonly all altitudes. found 
every mountain orchard, where the nests are built apple other fruit trees. 
More often pine and cedar saplings are selected nesting sites, the nests being 
often placed the tops the trees, resting horizontal branch next the 
trunk. They are composed outwardly mud and grass and lined with grasses; the 
usual complement eggs four. 

Hesperocichla nevia. During the winter 1900 Mr. Taylor sent varied 


thrush, which had collected from flock the pines. [Observed Slippery 


Ford, April 20, 1897. Collected Silver Creek, Oct. P.] 

Sialia mexicana occidentalis. Western Bluebird. Common far least 
Fyffe. pair nested tall burnt stub Fyffe, the cavity being 
near the top the tree, while pair white-headed woodpeckers occupied 
hole lower down. The bluebirds have returned tothe subsequent years. 

Sialia arctica. Mountain Bluebird. Observed from 5,500 feet upward. Mr. 
Atkinson found nest 9,200 feet altitude Pyramid Peak, June 10, 1900. The 
nest was built ina hole stub, about feet from the ground, and contained 
one egg. Echo June 14, 1901 pair were flying about numerous stubs 
meadow, where they were doubtless nesting. Observed commonly about Meyer’s 
Station, where Mr. Taylor collected several September. 

June 1896 collected male and female and several young this form 
mile two above the Six-mile House, and male Fyffe. This the lowest al- 
titude which have noted them. The arctic bluebird one the characteris- 
tic species the great glacier-swept and Desolation Valleys, 
nesting the dwarfed tamarack pines, using holes excavated apparently Will- 

Passer English Sparrow. Recorded Placerville Mr. Chas. 
Swisler. 
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Notes From Alameda, Cal. 


American Barn Owl, Strix pratincola. 
The following notes will interest 
sequel account “Barn Owls 
Captivity” Sept.-Oct. number:--I 
now attribute the cause death the 
three birds mentioned prolonged diet 
dead chickens, basing opinion 
the effect such diet had upon cat 
which had killed consequence. 
The earliest nesting record the article 
referred was March 24, 1900, eggs, 
incubation fresh slight, but this was 
beaten finding March 20, 
eggs one nest and another, in- 
cubation fresh begun; and March 
24, one nest and another, 
incubation slight, while better 
yet, nest young about week old. 
These nests are all Alameda County 
and were empty later than this pre- 
vious years. 

Date nesting Salt Marsh Song 
Sparrow, melodia 
The earliest nesting date this bird 
much earlier, this year least, than 
generally supposed. recent years 
have noted full-fledged young flying 
about the marshes April and 
March about sets eggs each 
were taken portions the salt marsh 
here not subject overflow from the 
flood tides. Incubation was fresh 
slight and the nests built the salt 
weeds grass, literally upon the ground. 

Snowy Owl, nyctea 
Alameda, Cal. note book con- 
tains the following:—December 1896, 
fine specimen was shot Tom Cav- 
anaugh the “sand-hills” between the 
marsh and the beach Bay 
Island, and approached within easy 
range obtaining shot. passed 
into the possession Percy Fox who 
had mounted and its identity passed 
upon the taxidermist and 
Taylor. October 26, 1897, Sherry Fish 
(deceased) told saw the marsh 
the “mate” the Snowy Owl Tom 
Cavanaugh shot last winter. 
Bryant reports three birds taken 
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Sonoma County parties unknown 
him, about that date. See California 
Department Osprey” for Jan- 
uary 1897 for account. 

Western Evening Grosbeaks, Cocco- 
thraustes vespertinus montanus, were 
noted twice Alameda last winter; 
January 29, flock seen 
Percy Fox, feeding upon seeds pep- 
per tree town. March 
flock birds flying direct line, 

Song Golden-crowned Sparrow, 
Zonotrichia coronata winter not 
uncommon occurrence here. October 
24, present they are singing in- 
cessantly, often singing but two notes, 
accentuated exactly like the first two 
the regular song three notes:—as Mr. 
Jos. Grinnell describes dear” and 
“oh dear me.” 

California Jay, Aphelocoma californica 
lot town observed this Jay pursuing 
small yellow butterfly and capture 
midair after several maneuvers. 

Four varieties railin one day 
salt marsh near Alameda. During 
high tide which flooded the marsh for 
about two hours November 
took California Clapper Rail 
obsoletus) one carolina which 
rarer than the next variety, Porzana 
and one Porzana novebora- 
ginianus rare bird here. 

California Creeper, Certhia familiaris 
occidentalis, January 14, 1899, taken 
here live oak tree, the only bird 
ever noted. 

Arizona Goldfinch, 
taken here, January 16, 1898, 
among and one seen close 
range, August 20, moult, and 
feeding upon lettuce gone seed. 

nesting Black-crowned Night 
recent article this magazine com- 
mented upon late nesting this species 
stating that nestlings were heard clam- 
oring well into August. This vear 
heard some young cypress tree 
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September and September 
heard nestful making aracket at1 a.m. 

COHEN, 
Alameda, Cal. 


Getting Late Supper. 


ETURNING from work 

wheel during the latter part 

reached home bad frame mind 
find cold supper. After supper 
concluded repair the puncture which 
did, commencing eight o’clock and 
finishing half hour later. 

The first thing did turn 
the electric light the front porch, 
and look for the puncture. While 
engaged shadow kept falling across 
the wheel and looking up, imagine 
surprise see Black Phoebe sitting 
branch rose-bush about four 
feet over head, biting the wings 
from off moth had captured 
and eyeing the other insects which 
were darting about 
his bill the branch 
lected another moth which 
tured the second attempt. 

The electric light question eight 
candle-power and throws just enough 
sects. The phoebe did not seem the 
least bit alarmed presence and 
continued catch bugs within two feet 
head, while watched operations 
directly under the lamp. called 
mother and brother but the bird 
paid attention the three 
standing lamp. turned the 
light off for few when 
turned again immediately 
started after the bugs. After watching 
him half hour came the cun- 
clusion that was bad for birds eat 
between meals, put out the light and 
retired. 

Los Angeles, 


Vol. 


Notes Say’s Phoebe. 


April took set two Say’s 
Phoebe saya) the mesa 
northwest Elsinore. This nest was 
feet down old mine shaft and was 
completed before work 
But spite frequent passage and 
down and occasional blasts, the bird had 
the eggs half incubated when taken. 
report few days ago that she, has 
carried the piece piece 
twenty feet and now setting two 
more eggs. observed this pewee 
Pomona May and satisfied the 
species breeds the hills south. 

EUGENE 
Pomona, Cal., May 30, 


www 
QUERY COLUMN. 


have dark white-rumped 
shrike winter that comes 
from Nevada and north us. How far 
south does go? common the 
Sacramento, Valley winter, but 
not think have seen far south 
Stockton. BELDING, Stockton, Cal. 


the plumage nuttalli, in- 
dicating cross between and any 
the eastern and 
have any specimens been secured 


propingua this state the months 
August, September and October? Owing 
their complete absence from this lo- 
cality and also Independence Lake 
during this period, annually, led 
believe that they are found num- 
bers some other locality during this 
J.J. 


Has any detailed study been 
made the song and habits 
hynchus redivivus? whom and 
can their observations purchased? 
Jno. Applegate, Placer 
Co., 


s 


_ 


Nov., 
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The California Least Vireo. 


BY JOSEPH GRINNELL. 


compared with skins from Arizona and southern Lower California, series 
Least Vireos from California (Tulare, Pasadena and Pomona) agree begin 


grayer dorsally and whiter beneath. 


greenish and there pectoral buffy suffusion. 


sufficient warrant recognition. 


rump and sides are not distinctly 
These differences seem 


The California form may called 
Vireo pusillus 


albatus. 


961, Coll. G.; ad.; Pasadena, California; April 25, 1896;-col- 


lected Grinnell. 


DESCRIPTION—U pper surface almost uniformly smoke-gray; top head faint- 
hair-brown, and back with scarcely perceptible olive-buff tint. Lower parts 


continuously pure white; sides faintly washed with olive-buff. 


Greater wing- 


coverts distinctly white tipped; median coverts gray-tipped; wings and tail edged 


with whitish. 
tail 56. 


Lores and eye ring whitish. 


Length 127 mm; extent 178; 55; 


* Among a series of 40 specimens examined, I can find no evidences of intergradation between l’/reo pusillus and 


V. belli, 


Notes San Luis Obispo Birds. 


Botaurus lentiginosus. American Bit- 
tern. While camping Morro July 
and August 1900, several times saw 
birds which took this species, 
but specimens were secured was 
not positive. However, November 
the same year took several, thus 
making the record positive. ‘The birds 
were fairly common and spent most 
their time the tules. 

Night Heron. April 13, 1897 saw 
two these birds Paso Robles, one 
spring plumage and quite fat. 
the only time have met this heron 
the Upper Salinas Valley. 

March 22, 1899, bird was 
brought alive, which had been 
captured plowed field six miles east 
Paso Robles and probably miles 
from the ocean. kept the zoolog- 
ical laboratory the High School for 
several days, where ate frogs, clams 
and other provender. Finally was 
taken away and kept home for 
about ten days when pined away and 
died April skinned the specimen 
and compared with another Stan- 
ford University and concluded was 


w 


one 


w Ww 


Rissa pollicaris, and later was posi- 
tively identified Mr. Joseph Grinnell. 
The bird was immature female and 
was badly infested with mallophaga. 
Mr. Grinnell informs that this one 
the few records the Pacific Kitti- 
wake for California. 
THOMPSON. 

Stanford University, Cal. 
Recent Records the Fulvous Tree Duck 

For Southern California. 


indebted Rev. Reiser for 

fine male specimen Dendrocygna 

fulva taken under very unusual con- 
ditions. While hunting rabbits the 
Big Santa Anita wash Sept 16, 
made out strange animal” moving 
rapidly among the bowlders the dry- 
est part the wash miles 
proved Fulvous Tree Duck; 
the bird was much emaciated and had 
doubt, from weakness, settled there 
from passing flock. 

twenty about the grounds the Chico 
Bolsa Gun Club near Newport, Sept. 
25. October specimen fine 
plumage was shot the 
river bottom near Whittier. This bird 
also was much emaciated. 

FRANK DAGGETT. 
Pasadena, Cal. 
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ACTION THE MEMBERSHIP. 


York, Y., Nov. 12, 

“Grinnell, Beal, Bangs and Palmer elected Fellows. 
FISHER.” 


The American Ornithologists’ Union held its business meeting New. York Monday even- 
ing, Nov. and shown the above advice, has added five additional names its Fel- 
lows. should remembered that the former active membership the Union now desig- 
nated Fellows. expected that new class Active Members elected from 
present associate membership will created, but action had evidently been taken the 
date the above telegram. Ornithologists will appreciate the fact that substantial addition 
has been made the Fellowship the Union, while Californians warmiy hail the recognition 
shown Mr. Joseph Grinnell his election. 


GENERAL NEWS NOTES. 


Walter Fisher, Associate Editor THE CONDOR visiting his home Washington, 
where will remain until not unlikely that Mr. Fisher will grasp many 
Eastern ideas magazine publishing, which will later reflect improvements THE 


new land tortoise described the October number Hon. 
Walter Rothschild becki honor its collector, Mr. Rollo Beck. Its habitat 
given Cape Berkeley, the northern point Albemarle Island, Galapagos Archipelago. The 
tortoise was taken the recent Beck-Adams expedition the islands. 


Mr. Otto Holstein Cline, Texas records curiously located nest. was built the 
hook semaphore signal placed there for the purpose hanging semaphore light night. 
The distance from the ground was feet and the semaphore arms were used average 
fifteen times day, jarring the pole each time. The nest held one egg when found but had 
removed accommodate the lamp. 


Willis Jackson Pescadero, Cal records nest the Barn Swallow Aug. con- 
taining three eggs, the birds having previously reared two broods for the season. Also Sept. 
discovered nest the California Partridge containing ten eggs which the female bird 
was setting. The eggs were partially dried and the parent bird must have patiently set 
them from the time they were laid. 


Price will conduct his usual winter excursion zoologists this year, the chosen route 
being through the canyons the Colorado River from Needles, Cal, Ariz., distance 
350 miles. The party will leave Needles about Dec. and some fifteen days will consumed 
making the trip, which will doubtless prove most interesting under Mr. Price’s direction. 


The Nineteenth Congress the American Ornithologists’ Union convened the American 
Museum Natural History New York November fora three days session. Although 
the programme has not reached the Coast the present writing, array able papers and 
discussions assured, such makes each annual meeting the Union memorable those who 
attend. business feature the Congress will the election several new Fel- 
lows and the inauguration the new Active Membership, consisting ornithologists from the 
ranks the present associate list. CONDOR hopes receive advice the result wire, 
and announce the present issue. 


goto press another Galapagos expedition being outfitted under the supervision 
Rollo Beck, who will the The schooner Wary Sachs has been 
chartered and the party will sail about Nov. 15. expected that all the islands will 
visited and special study will made the tortoise question. The summit Narborough 
will carefully explored, being region that has not been worked recent years. 
also the intention Mr. Beck collect far practicable specimens all the breeding 
land birds with their nests. gasoline launch will aid materially visiting many the islands 
which adverse currents and winds sometime make difficult reach. 


Noy., 1901. 


Individual Aid the Welfare the Club. 


The opening editorial the Con- 
DOR deals fittingly with the many disadvan- 
tages under which the Cooper Club labors ow- 
ing the Club’s membership being scattered 
over much territory, but may 
the future etc. The ar- 
ticle well written and forms rough sum- 
mary the general conditions incident the 
management the Cooper Club today. 
also shows that out total active member- 
ship 170 more, small mivority practi- 
cally constitutes the entire working force and 
considering this fact the growth the Club 
the past eight years from four 
its present size, reflects greatly the minor- 
ity. Besides this though, heavy percentage 
the original reading matter THE 
CONDOR comes from the pens this same 
minority gratuitously. This latter not men- 
tioned the editorial quoted, but any one can 
assure himself the truth looking 
over the past numbers 

much for the enviable showing made 
those the minority. 
Now about the remaining members, compos- 
ing the majority, not that care make invid- 
ious but because due considera- 
tion the subject should prove value any 


less degree the study birds, although 
some are undoubtedly too busy other paths 
life todo much more than welcome the ad- 
Some feware beginners, and the insecurity 
their the study prevents them 
present from taking active part the work 
the Club. 

great many keep records casual notes 
one kind another the bird life around 
them, and some elaborate theirs doubt, in- 
series notes, complete far possible 
some more note-worthy species groups 
species. this way the course year 
so, considerable amount material 
would not bother about it. The greater part 
consists little facts incidents pertinent 
bird history aud while value the indi- 
vidual, would prove equally interesting 
the Club-at-large. Probably large share 
these notes records are written and 
Club members who, though far removed 
from headquarters take active part the 
transaction routine business, are still, 
every sense the word, active 


work they possessed greater value, 
for they are resident observers localities 
where other members can the best pay only 
strays visits few weeks duration. 


THE CONDOR 


But forall that rarely hear from them 
through the pages THE CONDOR 
question where does all that good material 
to? conclusion, the acknowledged object 
the Club the highest advancement the 


should also the aim every one its 


members aid far the mu- 
tual advancement all the rather 
than the self-advancement individual 
bers. JOHN WILLIAMS. 
Applegate, 

ww w 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


RECONNOISSANCES; REPLY. 
Editors 

The co-authors ‘‘A Summer Reconnois- 
sance the West,’’ Wilson Bulletin No. 33, 
seem take exception re- 
view and criticism which appeared 
CONDOR recently, 

they had made plain Bulletin No. 
they their replies, that the list was 
not intended any general scientific va- 
lue, the paper would not have called 
cism acrime has been com- 
mitted was taking the 
but knowing Mr. fones’ previous careful 
and conscientious work about Oberlin. have 
apologies make for supposing this was in- 
tended equally accurate. 

Certainly ornithologist should 
visit Oberlin for week ten days and record 
two four birds that not occur there all, 
and number others rare the Carolina 
Paroquet or the Short-billed Marsh Wren, he 
would called upon the whole 
local club for explanation. this case was 
delegated it. 

Admitting that the Reconnoissance was not 
intended haveany special value, why should 
exceptions takea when inaccuracies are 
pointed out? Weare pleased note that an- 
being planned ‘‘with scientific 
settings,” which will insure accuracy and 
therefore welcome all who are wrestling 
with the intricacies geographical distribu- 
tion Califorria. FRANK DAGGETT. 

Cal. 


ADVICE FOR 


CONDOR: Many time when blowing 
small egg with pipe have nicked when 
introducing the pipe through the blow- 
using blowpipe pull small grass 
and insert the soft white end into 
the egg. This delicate end can bent any 
direction, and eggs can blown with smaller 
holes than with glass pipe. Everyone 
these small grass stems isa hollow tube, and 
some them can found that are larger 
diameter than are gathered 
just you want use your eggs 
work and try introduce the stiff green 
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end the grass stem, but put the part the 
egg that soft and white near the joint. 
Respectfully, 
SHARPLES, 
Westchester, Pa. 


w Ww 


PUBLICATIONS 


NORTH AMERICAN NO, consists 
two papers prepared Wilfred Osgood 


entitled ‘‘Natural History the Queen Char-. 


lotte British Columbia,’’ and 
History the Cook Inlet Region, 
These are based the main explorations 
made during the summer the 
author, with Edmund Heller asassistant, under 
the direction the Biological 
teen pages the first paper are occupied 
list the birds known inhabit the Queen 
Charlotte Islands. These species are various- 
annotated, but chiefly technical vein. 
Two insular forms are described new, 
Dryobates picoideus, related the Harris 
Woodpecker, and carlotte, 
resembling the Steller Jay. dark north west- 
coast form the also distin- 
guished acadica The author 
has .resuscitated synonym 
Gmelin’s Picus ruber for the northwest coast 
race the Red-breasted Sapsucker, calling 
Sphyrapicus ruber flaviventris The 
reasons for doing are not clearly explained 
but the implication is, apparently, 
Gmelin’s should restricted the 
form occuping the arid Boreal Zone the in- 
terior and southern California. Without dis- 
cussing the matter length, has seemed 
that this most unwarranted procedure. 
Although the habitat ruber (erron- 
eously?) stated ‘‘Cayenne,”’ was prob- 
ably based Captain Cook’s description, the 
same Picus ruber should 
rejected altogether, should apply, 
heretofore understood, the 
form. 

the second paper, ten pages are devoted 
list the birds the Cook Inlet Region. 
the seventy-seven species cnumerated. the 
known ranges several are notably extended. 
The Dusky Horned Owl, Rufous Hummer 
and Rocky Mountain Creeper probably find 
their westernmost stations this region. The 
unexpected discovery the White-tailed Ptar- 
migan far northwest also evidence 
energetic field-work, country where the 
collector does not meet with ‘‘one con- 
tinual round pleasure!’’—J. GRINNELL. 


BULLETIN No, THEU. DEPARTMENT 
AGRICULTURE. DIVISION BIOLOGICAL 
SURVEY, prepared Dr. Sylvester Judd, 
treats Relation Sparrows Agri- 
culture.’’ Aside from its bearing along econ- 


omic lines, this paper obviously adds much 
our knowledge the general habits and ecol- 
ogy sparrows. The account observations 
made the field very entertaining, and 
evinces unusually acute perception the 
part the observer. carried 
with caged birds are also quite suggestive. 
was found that so-called 
insects, even though presented 
song sparrow, partly covered earth the 
same were discovered and eaten-by the 
bird with remarkable promptness; 
some colored’’ insects, provided 
with odors and taste very disgusting person 
were greedily devoured; butothers, after the 
first taste, were subsequently avoided. The 
birds showed extremely acute power dis- 
crimination, for they carefully avoided stinging 
insects; though stingless species similar ap- 
pearance, and which usually cited ex- 
amples “protective mimicry,’’ were once 
devoured. This rather 
mony for the theorists, Yet there are many 
enemies insects besides birds, and these may 
oftener baffled the color artifices than are 
the keen-sighted sparrows. 

The conclusions regard the 
economic value sparrows, very favorable. 
fact they are said the most beneficial 
any groups birds far studied, state- 
ment does not however the 
sparrow, which declared unqualifiedly 

venient form the provisions the laws now 
force, including the 
during the present Some 200 changes 
the game laws the various states has 
necessitated complete revision former bul- 
letins, that the present Bulletin brings the 
game laws state and territory into con- 
venient form. Every detail has been gone into 
with great system and tables covering almost 
phase the open and close seasons 
each species game have been prepared, with 
the result that the has its command 
sult from scarcely any other source than 
government bureau with its thorough and sys- 
tematic work. The bulletin quite much 


George Embody (Bulletin the Dept. 
Geology and Natural History, Colgate Uni- 
versity). Hamilton, Y., 1gor. 

This one the neatest local lists has 
been our pleasure receive, being, its title 
indicates, list the birds Madison County, 
Central New York. species anda hypo- 
thetical list species are recorded, with 


Me 


Nov., 


brief notes concerning abundance, date ar- 
rival and nesting data. excellent half tone 
bluebird its nesting hole adorns the list 
Aside from the scientific 
merit the list, may well used ideal 
those workers who appreciate system, typ- 
ographical neatness and exactness.—C. 


PROCEEDINGS THE NEBRASKA ORNITH- 
UNION. This compact volume 
100 pages with ten excellent illustrations, 
setting forth the proceedings the second an- 
nual meeting the Union Omaha Jan. 
The minutes, constitution the 
Union and list members followed 
papers various scientific subjects relating 
birds, authors. Many the papers are 
valuable contributions the science ornith- 
ology, two notable titles being ‘‘Internal Para- 
sites Nebraska Prof. Henry 
Ward and ‘‘Migration Records and Nebraska 
Robt. Wolcott. The present 
notice renders impossible consider any 
the articles detail, but the report one 
which every active ornithologist will wish 

The present roster membership shows 
honorary, active and associate members. 
The officers the Union for the present year 
are Trostler, president; Caroline Stringer, 
vice-president; Barbour, recording secre- 
tary; Wolcott, corresponding secretary. 
may remarked that the present Proceed- 
ings are substantial improvement over the 
first annual report, thus indicating healthy 
growth this energetic state club. The Ne- 
braska Ornithologists’ Union has happily solved 
the question publishing its own official 
organ, and instead attempting monthly 
quarterly journal, which moderate member- 
ship renders incapable support, combines 
its transactions single annual report, sub- 
stantial text and lasting value.—C. 

Official Minutes Southern Division. 


SEPTEMBER. 


The regular meeting the Division was 
held Sept. the residence Roth Rey- 
nolds Los Angeles, President Daggett pre- 
siding. Nine members were present. The 
final draft the new constitution recom- 
mended the Northern Division was read and 
discussed, and after minor changes the same 
was adopted. Messrs. Alphonse and Antonin 
Jay were elected active membership. 
three, Messrs. Swarth, Lelan 
and Robertson, was appointed make all ar- 
necessary for the outing meeting 
held during the latter part October. 
The following papers were read: Nesting 
Further Plea for the Collection and Use 
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Facts Roth Reynolds and Answer and 
Criticism the latter paper Swarth. 
interesting discussion followed after which 
the meeting adjourned. 

HOWARD ROBERTSON, Division Secretary. 


w w w 
Minutes Northern Division. 


The regular bi-monthly meeting was held 
Piedmont, Cal. President Grinnell presided 
with seventeen members and six visitors pres- 
ent. The new constitution was given its final 
reading and was adopted take immediate 
effect. The following persons were proposed 
for active membership: Dr. David Starr Jor- 
dan, Stanford; Dr. Chas. Gilbert, Palo 
Miss Sophie Englehardt, Oakland; Mrs. 
and Goldman Berkeley. 

Mr. Emerson’s suggestion Committee 
Five was appointed formulate arrangements 
for the tenth anniversary the Club’s inau- 
guration 1903. The following were named 
committeemen: Otto Emerson, Chair- 
man; Snyder, Eugene Law, Frank 
Daggett and Barlow. Nominations for offi- 
cers for resulted follows: For presi- 
dent, Joseph Grinnell; for senior vice-president, 
and Carriger; for junior 
Barlow; for treasurer-business manager, 
Barlow. 

The following programme was rendered: 
Address Wm. Finley The Bird 
Rocks the Oregon Coast. Mr. Finley ex- 
hibited large series especially excellent 
photographs, the work Herman 
Portland, who accompanied the 
trip. Willard spoke Lassen Coun- 
read entitled Experiences with the Prairie 
Falcon. Adjourned meet Santa Clara 

Division Secretary. 


NOTICE DIVISION MEM- 
BERS. 


Z 


The Annual Meeting the Division instead 
occurring the usual first Saturday even- 
ing January, has been set for the second 
Saturday, January 1902. The meeting 
will held Santa Clara, and programme 
unusual interest is. being arranged, De- 
tailed reports the business office the Club 
will presented and banquet will held 
after the meeting. Every member within 


reach urged present possible. 
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EDITORIAL 
Retrospective With the present number 
and THE CONDOR closes its third 
Prospective volume, with which circum- 


stance connected variety reflections, in- 
teresting least those who have had the 
welfare the magazine heart. believe 
that violate breach propriety when 
take the ornithological fraternity into our con- 
fidence, and discuss with them the future po- 
licy the magazine. 

THE CONDOR was projected the Cooper 
Ornithological Club and its members three 
years ago, and its contents have since been 
made largely from the writings these in- 
dividuals. Yet feel that the magazine has 
not been narrow sense merely the bulletin 
Club, but rather the representative bird 
magazine which its editors have endeavored 
make it. long since perceived that 
its scope work and influence were not 
bounded the limits its. home state, and 
many the magazine’s eastern supporters 
have commended its course excluding other 
than strictly western material. 

has been the intention treat all current 
ornithological happenings, eastern well 
western, and any and all dis- 
cussions which might interest the 
fraternity. The large body western ornitho- 
logists and out the Cooper Ornithological 
Club form avery considerable percentage 
the working force American ornithologists, 
and believe our eastern friends value THE 
tion western work. 

CONDOR learn that, owing the present 


large membership the Cooper Ornithologi- 
cal Club, the magazine self-supporting from 
the income received, all outside 
receipts. Its permanence therefore estab- 
lished two-fold, and hoped that the fourth 
volume may mark the production maga- 
zine better many respects than has been the 
volume just completed. 

those who have not known THE CONDOR 
intimately, would ask perusal the 200 
pages text constituting Volume III. its 
old friends would merely mention 
contemplated improvements for coming 
volume. proposed use permanently 
100-lb. coated paper which will lend 
proved typographical effect and also improve 
the illustrations, while artistic new coyer 
will help making THE CONDOR 
outwardly. 

With the closing Volume III the artist 
lays aside his peculiarly innocent camera which 
has produced sundry prominent 
during the year. While most 
ornithologists are seriously earnest their 
work and sometimes give the impression that 
lieve that none can have objected seriously 
the series cartoons, good-natured their 
intent, and that the feature whole has 
been favorably received, Further comment 
the passing Volume III 
sary, other than extend thanks for the gen- 
erous patronage afforded, and all friends 
who have the betterment the 
magazine. 


The new constitution the Club which 
now effect, prescribes that the aunual dues 
$2, shall accompany each 
membership and will well for members 
observe this requirement soliciting new 
members. This clause was considered well 
both divisions the Club and subsequently 
faith the part the member-elect, and 
does away with efforts collect dues subse- 
quent election. Too often through the ab- 
sence new members from 
tional neglect and other causes, the business of- 
fice forced assume the duties 
tion agency securing the first year’s dues. 
This radically wrong; each member should 
spare the officers the Club any unwarranted 
demands upon their time, for the rapid in- 
crease volume the business affairs the 
Club leaves absolutely time devote 
work which and should unnecessary. For 
these and other reasons has been deemed 
proper that the first year’s dues accompany 
each application for active 
should act accordingly and may se- 
cure the proper form application for mem- 
bership from the business manager. 


commend Club members the remarks 
Mr. John Williams another page with 
reference individual work. Were each 
member analyze the purposes the Club 
and feel the responsibility individual duty 
has Mr. Williams, the Club would once 
greatly increase its scope usefulness. 


Nov., 


extend thanks Camera Craft for the 
use the two striking half-tones is- 
sue, portraying gulls the wing. the 
difficult subjects with which the ornithological 
artist wrestles, none perhaps more difficult 
than secure detail fying birds. The pho- 
tographic magazines now allot considerable 
space ornithological subjects and 
mend our readers Camera Craft, high- 
class photographic magazine published 220 
Sutter St., San Francisco. acknow- 
ledged leaderin photographic journalism and 
well worth the subscription price $1.50 
per year. 


the election Drs. David Starr Jordan and 
active membership, the Cooper Ornithological 
Club adds its roster two the leading zoolo- 
gists the Coast. Its membership 
viously included leaders the science 
from two great universities the 
all evinces the great interest which 
centers about the Club and itsscope work. 


Club members are requested consult freely 
the directory members published this is- 
sue, which has been carefully brought down 
date together with addresses. 
should learn the value and 
should correspond personally 
quainted with those members residing nearest 
him. 


expected that the index for Volume III 
will mailed with our January issue usual. 
Mr. McGregor, whose valued offices 
“official for the 
volumes have spared the editors that labor, 
nothing prevent will complete the index 
good season for-mailing January. 


The authors the listof Sierra Nevada birds 
the present issue desire announce that 
was originally the intention publish the list 
considered, and the list, although 
published, becomes part CONDOR, 
addition which appears the regular pages 
the magazine. 


LIVE WOODPECKERS WANTED. 


The Commissioner Agriculture and Fores- 
try the Territory Hawaii desirous se- 
curing supply live woodpeckers and 
writes Mr. Otto Emerson 
desirous obtaining number the 
downy woodpeckers introduced here 
the different islands. you kindly let 
know where can obtain say 100 200 and 
the probable cost?’’ Those who can assist 
the matter are urged communicate with 
Otto Emerson, Haywards, Cal. 
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PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


CHAPMAN, FRANK M., Descriptions Six 
Apparently New Birds from Peru. (Ext. Bull. 
Am, Nat. Hist. XIV, Art. XIX, pp. 225-8). 

HOWELL, ARTHUR Revision the 
Skunks the Genus Chincha (N. Fauna 
No. 20.) 

SYLVESTER D., The Relation Spar- 
rows Agriculture. (Bulletin No. 15, Biolog- 
ical Survey, pp. 1-96). 

WILFRED H., Natural History 
the Queen Charlotte Islands, British Columbia; 
Natural History the Cook Inlet Region, 


Issued Sept. 26, 

Game Laws for (Bull. No. Dept. 
Agriculture). 

SHUFELDT, DR. W., the Osteology 
the (Reprint from Journ. 
Morph. XVII, No. 

Sept., Nov. ‘or. 
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